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 Ahh March, The girls basketball finals to 

start the month, the boys finals to end it and this 

little thing you may have heard of called the 

NCAA tournament in between. Add to that spring 

training baseball, the events leading up to the 

NFL draft and the NHL and NBA in full swing 

and you have a great time to be a sports fan. 

 This month we bring you a hefty dose bas-

ketball, between our cover story on the Munster 

Mustangs boys undefeated season, a celebration 

of Michael Jordan’s 50 greatest moments , and a 

look at Indiana high school players in the Big 

Ten, there is plenty of hoops to go around. 

 Along with that are articles on the power of 

region swimming and wrestling. This month, we 

also add a new feature by baseball training expert 

Larry Cicchiello that will help to improve play-

ters of any level. Add to that the usual features 

that you are used to and it all comes together for 

a pretty solid issue. 

 Don’t forget, next month we will bring you 

our region baseball preview! 

 

Thanks for reading and we appreciate your sup-

port! 
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To order the 2012-2013  

 

Boys or Girls Magazine 

 

Visit Indiana Basketball Magazine  

 

online at 
 

www.indianabasketballmagazine.com 



 Chris Palombizio 
Chesterton 

 
 
 

Chesterton's Chris Palombizio scored 
21 points to lead the Trojans to a 85-
73 victory over Crown Point.  

AAATHLETESTHLETESTHLETES   OFOFOF      

THETHETHE   MMMONTHONTHONTH   
Written and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff Writer   
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CLEARLY DIFFERENT CLEARLY DIFFERENT   

Sammi Adams 
Griffith 

 
 

  

Griffith's Sammi Adams had 23 points 
and led Griffith to a 40-16 victory over 
Gavit. It is the 5th straight 
3A Sectional Championship for the 
Lady Panthers.  

Gelen Robinson, 
Bobby Steveson, 
& Stevan Micic 

Lake Central,  
Merrillville & Hanover Central 

 

 Three Calumet Region Ath-
letes end their Wrestling Season with 
a State Title and being undefeated. 
They are Stevan Micic at 113, Bobby 
Steveson at 170, and Gelen Robinson 
at 22.  

Dariyan Morris 
Merrillville 

 
 

 Merrillville's Dariyan Morris 
scored 21 points and had 4 steals in a 
73-29 win over Crown Point. The Lady 
Pirates have now won their second 
straight Duneland Athletic Conference 
championship and 40 of their last 
42 regular season games.  



Triple Crown All Stars Academy offering: 
 
* Professional Pitching and Hitting Instructors 
* Pitching, Hitting, Fielding, and Throwing instruction 
* Batting Cage and Pitching Mound Rentals 
* Great Membership Packages 
* New Fully Turfed Facility Rental for Team Practices 
* 2 Buildings. 1 Team Facility and 1 Insturctional Facility 
* Professional Strength and Conditioning, Speed and Agilltiy Training  

Instructional Facility 
Includes Year Round: 
* Professional Pitching Lessons 
* Professional Hitting Lessons 
* Professional Baseball Lessons 
* Professional Softball Lessons 
* Batting Cage Rentals 
* Pitching Mound Rentals  

Team Practice Facility 
Includes Year Round: 
* A Fully New Astro-Turfed building 
for Team Practice 
* 2 Batting Cages with Screens 
* 2 Batter's Box Mats 
* Sliding Mats 
* Waffle Bases 
* Jugs Machine with Balls 

2208 U.S. 41 

Schererville, IN 46375 

Phone: 219-864-0711 

www.triplecrownallstars.com 



Jordan Jordan Jordan 

Turns 50 Turns 50 Turns 50 ---   

50 Great MJ 50 Great MJ 50 Great MJ    

Moments Moments Moments    
By: Andy Wielgus,By: Andy Wielgus,By: Andy Wielgus,   

   MAB Monthly Staff WriterMAB Monthly Staff WriterMAB Monthly Staff Writer   
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 Some top moments no particular order, 

he transcended sports. 

 

1. Ehlo Shot to beat Cavs 

2. Beating the Pistons Finally 

3. Three Pointers vs Portland in Finals with 

Magic on call 

4. Dunking on Mutombo and shaking the fin-

ger 

5. Dunking on Everybody including Ewing 

6. Wilkins vs Jordan All Star Slam Dunk 

7. Hitting the shot to win NCAA 

8. Dream Team 1992 

9. 1984 LA Olympics with Coach Knight 

10. Famous drive in the lane vs Lakers for 1st 

Title 

11. Fighting the Flu Game vs Jazz 

12. Chuck Daly's Jordan Rules 

13. 72-10 

14. Retirement and Baseball 

15. Comeback to Indianapolis, Pippen pointing 

to shoes 

16. MJ and Pippen- Batman and Robin 

17. Triangle and Doberman Defense 

18. 63 vs the Celtics and Bird in Playoffs a re-

cord 

19. MVP'S and All Star Mvp's 



 

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 

http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/  
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20. Shooting Free Throw Blind 

21. Air Jordan shoe commercials with 

Spike Lee 

22. Battles with the Knicks 

23. Wizards at the end 

24. Bobcats Owner 

25. Ehlo Shot 2 beating Cavs again over 

Wilkins brother Gerald 

26. Blazers drafting Bowie, thank you 

Portland 

27. Gatorade Commercials Be like Mike 
Barkley and Jordan Competitors and Friends 

 

Jordan in the Finals 

 



 

149 E Commercial Ave 

Lowell, IN 46356 

 219-696-2270   

Now Smoke  

Free! 
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28. Beating Barkley and Thunder Dan Ma-

jerle in finals 

29. Beating Seattle and the Rain Man in the 

Finals 

30. Outplaying Drexler in finals 

31. Loss to Magic and then revenge the next 

year over Horace and Shaq wearing no. 45? 

Wearing no. 23 anyways. 

32. Coach Phil Jackson and his use of MJ 

33. Krause and how the players disliked him 

34. Book Jordan Rules 

35. Beating Jazz twice in Finals 

36. 6-0 in Finals 

37. No one taking Bulls more than 6 games 

in Finals 

38.Coming back from huge deficit to beat 

Pacers in Game 7 1998 

19615 Us Highway 12 
New Buffalo, MI 

 
269-469-0140 

www.mocofloorsmore.com 

Left: Jordan wins an AL Star MVP Award,  

Right: Jordan, Patrick Ewing, Magic Johnson., Karl Malone & Charles Barkley  

 



39. And now from North Carolina starting 

lineup at the Stadium and UC 

40. Pistons not shaking hands 

41. All star alleged freeze out 

42. Olympic Team freeze out in return 

43. Grant Park Celebrations 

44. Holding up 6 Fingers for Rings 

45. Winning a title on Fathers Day for his Dad 

46. Leading the League in Scoring many times 

47. Hitting the last shot over Russell 

48. Jordan and his Jordaniers 

Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter Follow us on Twitter 
@mabsports@mabsports@mabsports…               
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49. The Last Dance 1998 

50. Dennis Rodman and MJ bringing him 

into the fold 

 

What are your moments Bulls Fans? We 

were lucky to watch one of the best ever in 

any sport in his prime. 

 

Jordan, Scottie Pippen, and Dennis Rodman 
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The Courts of NWI is a Not-for-profit organization.  
Donations made to The Courts of NWI fund scholarships  

for underprivileged youth to participate in active  
after-school programs. Our goal is to inspire our youth  

to be leaders both ON and OFF The Courts. 

 

 

 



MAB MONTHLY 

 

Munster  

Basketball 

Scores an  

Undefeated 

Regular  

Season 
Mustangs drive into sectionals 

with a 22-0 record, named 

 Conference Champions. 
 

By: Trisha Madura,  

MAB Monthly  Staff Writer 

Photos: Erin Lusk, Special to MAB Monthly   

Senior Craig Dedelow takes another shot for his 

undefeated team against Hammond High.  
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“Roll Stangs” is 

the newest phrase 

that floods the halls 

of Munster High 

School, where the 

Mustangs basket-

ball team reigns un-

defeated at the end 

of their conference 

season.  Led by 

Coach Mike Hack-

ett, the Stangs con-

cluded with a 22-0 

perfect record for 

the regular season, 

along with earning 

the Conference Champion title.  This mighty lineup 

has defeated some of the top teams in the area, in-

cluding Andrean, Lake Central, Chesterton, and Mer-

rillville.  Such achievements would not have been 

possible without the dedication and commitment set 

by the players and coach from the beginning of the 

season. 

Munster's Dedelow drives to the basket against South Bend Riley 

on their final game of the regular season.  
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 When setting their season’s goals, 

Munster Basketball shows their team spirit 

for hoping to achieve these goals as one.  

“As a senior, you want to go out on top as a 

champ, so winning conference was definitely 

one of our goals,” proclaimed Nate Bubash, 

third year Varsity member.  “Winning sec-

tionals and going as far as possible in the 

tournament, though, is obviously the main 

goal of ours.”   

 “I had a couple goals going into this 

season: the main one was to remain unde-

feated in conference, and we did it,” spilled 

starter Craig Dedelow.  “The next was to beat 

Lake Central, and we did that, too.” 

 Even though the team seems to un-

dergo victory on the scoreboard quite often, 

having completed their second undefeated 

season in three years, the Mustangs are al-

ways looking for improvement in their team 

and individual abilities.  “Our goals were to 

improve each and every game and to be a 

very good team when we start the state tour-

nament,” stated Coach Hackett.  “I think we 

Drew Hackett keeps the game under control  

with his dedication on the court.  
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did get better as the season went 

on, and we are excited about play-

ing in the state tournament.” 

 Beginning the year with 

only three seniors was a key 

change from the larger quantity 

from the 2012 season.  However, 

the Stangs have been stronger than 

ever and are now seen as a force 

to be reckoned with.  “We do only 

have three seniors this year.  All 

three are starters and play huge 

roles in the success of this year’s 

team,” replied Hackett.  Seniors 

Mike Schlotman and Nate Bubash 

are returning three-year Varsity 

members, accompanied by Craig 

Dedelow on his second.  “They 

have done a great job of leading 

this year’s team and keeping eve-

ryone together through the sea-

son.” 

 Throughout a tough season, 

Munster Basketball came out on 

top, being named Conference 

Champions and undefeated for 

 

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 

http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/  

 Surrounded, Starter Nate Bubash waits for the right time  

to score his points for the team.  
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Trinity Lutheran School is state approved to accept vouchers! 

900 Luther Dr. 

Hobart, IN 

219-942-2589 

891 Linda St. 

Hobart, IN 

219-942-3147 

Worship Times 

Sunday 9:00 am 

Wednesday 6:00 pm 

Saturday 6:00 pm 

PreschoolPreschoolPreschool———8th Grade8th Grade8th Grade   

NLSA AccreditedNLSA AccreditedNLSA Accredited   

Sports, Music, Clubs, ActivitiesSports, Music, Clubs, ActivitiesSports, Music, Clubs, Activities   

the season leading up to sectionals.  Every 

victory was not a breeze, though, including 

Andrean’s final 52-50 for conference.  They 

are the kind of team that, if down a basket or 

two, can drive back stronger than ever for the 

final; and this is the kind of team who will 

stand out of all.   When asked about their 

feelings on their winning streak, both Bubash 

and Dedelow concurred that, “it shows all of 

the hard work really pays off.” 

 “I’m very proud of the kids in our bas-

ketball program for this accomplishment.  

Not many teams ever go undefeated in a sea-

son, and we have done it two times in three 

years.  The two teams were almost totally 

made up of new players, also.  Only Mike 

Schlotman and Nate Bubash were a part of 

the first undefeated team.”  Having a coach 

who pushes for these triumphs is essential in 

such a dynamic group. 

 Preparing for the tough week of sec-

tionals ahead of them, the players and coach 

are making sure they are in their top shape 

with a game face on.  “I prepared the same Mike Schlotman surpasses the other team as he 

 agressively makes another basket for the Stangs.  
 



way that I prepare for all games,” says 

Dedelow.  “I know if we just stick to what 

we’re good at and just play Munster Basket-

ball, we’ll be fine.” 

 “We are excited and ready to go.  We 

did get the toughest possible draw in having 

to beat the three best teams in four days.  We 

just need to take it one game at a time and 

enjoy the journey,” proclaims Hackett, confi-

dently.  “It takes winning seven games in a 

row against very good teams in order to be 

state champs.  That is now our goal.” 

 Heading into the sectionals this week, 

Munster got a very tough draw, having to de-

feat some impressive teams to stay in the 

tournament, held at Gary West Side High 

School.  For the first game, Munster faces 

East Chicago at 6:00 pm on Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 27.  If they finish in victory, Munster 
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Hammond Academy 

 
BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM 

will advance to play West Side themselves 

on Friday night, March 1st.  If given the op-

portunity to advance to the sectional champi-

onship, Munster could play the winner of 

Lake Central vs. Morton on Saturday, March 

2nd around 7:00 pm. 

 After accomplishing many of their 

goals set from the beginning of the season, 

Munster Basketball will be hopefully on the 

road to a long successful end.  After over-

coming twenty-two games so far, they can 

hold it all together to advance in the tourna-

ment.  The Mustangs will have to keep up 

their strive for the game as they enter sec-

tionals this week.  “Roll Stangs!” 
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I would venture that on any given team, at 

least one third of the hitters have one of these 

two very common hitting problems. Here are 

several baseball tips on hitting that should help 

to overcome them. 

 

Tension Is A Hitter's Worst Enemy! 
 

I've heard this expression dozens of times and 

could not agree more. No, let's make that hun-

dreds of times. If you have tension in your 

swing, it is next to impossible to hit the ball 

effectively. On the other hand, relaxing is a 

great asset to have. 

 

An outstanding high school varsity baseball 

coach I know has his hitters take a deep 

breath before every pitch and go into relax 

mode. Please note that I said outstanding 

coach and not good or very good. It is often 

referred to as "the calm before the storm." 

Hitting a baseball well on a consistent basis 

Baseball Tips On Hitting: How To  
Overcome Two Very Common Baseball 
Hitting Problems 

By: Larry Cicchiello Special to MAB Monthly 

Editors Note: The articles on the  next couple of pages are part of what will be a series over the next several 

months to help improve as a baseball player. The Author, Larry Cicchiello is an expert on the topic and will 

bring help on a variety of areas of the game. Some will be geared toward the beginner, while others will be for 

players of all levels. Please enjoy!  

http://www.articlesnatch.com/profile/Larry-Cicchiello/184818


Interact with MAB on  
Facebook at  
Mid America  

Broadcasting LLC  
and on  

Twitter @mabsports  
for scores, updates, and sports 
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is not an easy chore. If you have tension be-

fore and during the swing, it makes it an al-

most impossible chore. A smooth and gracious 

swing is what you want to strive for and ten-

sion will make it very difficult. 

 

Like I've mentioned before, sometimes a slight 

waggle at the plate will help you to relax. Or 

you can wiggle your fingers on the bat while 

waiting for the pitch. It's very difficult to have 

your body tense up if your body is moving. 

Learning how to relax at the plate should be 

very helpful to you! 

 

You Must Be Short To The Ball! 
 

1. You must go from point "A" where you are 

loaded up, to point "B" where you are making 

contact, in a straight line. The very beginning 

of the swing is not level at all. It is a down-

ward movement when going from A to B and 

not a horizontal movement. Way too many 

players level out their swing at the start. The 

reason it is such a common problem is because 

they have heard the words "level swing" hol-

lered out to them since they were eight years 

old. I wish I had a dime for every time I've 

heard a coach, parent or teammate holler those 

two words out. Only at the point of contact 

should the swing level out and not before that. 

You can not lose a valuable fraction of a sec-

ond if it takes a fast ball a fraction of a second 

to get to the catcher's mitt. Look at it as simple 

math. 

 

2. Another possibility for your swing to be 

"long and looping" may be that you are drop-

ping your hands at the beginning of the swing. 

This can cause you to be "long" to the ball and 

cause your bat to have a slight drag. 

 

3. You may be pushing your hands out too 

far away from your body and that will create 

a longer swing. Remember the expression, 

"hands back and bat forward." 

 

4. You must keep your front shoulder closed. 

If you open the front shoulder too early, it 

will cause your bat to drag through the hit-

ting zone. This is often referred to as 

"casting" the bat and not swinging the bat. 

"Casting" is what you do when you go fish-

ing and not when you swing at a baseball. 

 

 

Let's face it. There are hundreds of baseball 

tips on hitting. Having a tension free swing 

and being "short to the ball" while keeping 

your front shoulder closed should be right 

near the top of your list! They are absolutely 

critical for successful baseball hitting. 

 

 

About the author: Larry Cicchiello is the 

successful author of “Excellent Baseball: 30 

Seconds Away.” He unconditionally guaran-

tees that ANY baseball player, coach or base-

ball parent who wants to help their child will 

be fully equipped! Some FREE tips at http://

www.LarryBaseball.com  

http://www.larrybaseball.com/
http://www.larrybaseball.com/
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 Take a look at almost any in-

ning in which three or more runs 

are scored and I would venture 

that in at least 75% of those in-

nings one or more walks were in-

volved. I teach pitchers that you 

must throw strikes consistently 

and I don't care if a batter hits the 

ball into the trees past the out-

field fence. You cannot give the 

opposing team free gifts. I truly 

believe that pitching begins with 

having good control. The first 

thing that should be taught to a 

pitcher is that he must have good 

command of his fast ball to all 

four parts of the strike zone. 

Good command equals good con-

trol. After step one is completed, 

step number two is to teach 

variations on the fast ball and the 

changeup. Step number three is 

to teach the breaking ball.  

 

 A lot of people don't realize that control 

also means being able to throw a ball off the 

plate and not just over the plate. That means 

that I can throw a ball three or four inches 

off the plate to get a hitter out who "chases" 

bad pitches. If I'm ahead in the count, the 

batter almost has to swing at the pitch that's 

just off the plate. 

Baseball Pitching Tips: How To  
Improve Your Control By Playing A 
Game That Is Fun! 

By: Larry Cicchiello Special to MAB Monthly 

 

http://www.articlesnatch.com/profile/Larry-Cicchiello/184818
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 Control obviously also means control 

within the strike zone. Being able to control 

pitches up and in or low and away is very im-

portant. If I'm shooting for low and away and 

I'm too high by a foot, the pitch is not nearly 

as effective and could very well get hit hard. 

 If I'm shooting up and in and I'm off by 

ten inches and get the middle of the plate, 

once again, it's not nearly as 

effective. If you are serious 

about pitching, you should aim 

for a target every time you 

throw a baseball. Every time 

you throw a baseball!  

 

 When I'm having a catch 

with my sixteen year old son 

and I'm not behind the plate, 

we play a game we invented 

called "Target." We are both very competitive 

and this game is fun! Twenty points usually 

wins and you have to win by two points. We 

have a regular catch and give each other a tar-

get. The target can be left or right shoulder, 

left or right hip or basically wherever you 

want to place the target. If you are throwing 

and are within a foot of the target with a fast-

ball, you get one point. If you throw a 

changeup or breaking ball and are within a 

foot, you get two points. (This gives you the 

flexibility to go after two points if you are 

trailing late in the game.) Not only will this 

help your control, but you will have a blast 

while you're playing it! 

 

 Even if you want to insult my son Ty-

ler and I and not play "Target," remember 

that to improve your control, 

one of the best baseball pitch-

ing tips is to aim for a target 

every time you throw a base-

ball! It can be your throwing 

partner's left hip, right hip, left 

shoulder, right shoulder, etc.  

 

How can this possibly not help 

your control? 

 

 

About the author: Larry Cicchiello is the 

successful author of “Excellent Baseball: 

30 Seconds Away.” He unconditionally 

guarantees that ANY baseball player, coach 

or baseball parent who wants to help their 

child will be fully equipped! Some FREE 

tips at http://www.LarryBaseball.com  

 

Baseball coaching on hitting, pitching, fielding and base running for Little League, High School, College and Professional players.  

http://www.larrybaseball.com/
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Region Adds To  

Wrestling Legacy 

Three Wrestlers bring the hardware home to Lake County 
 

By Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 



 

   
SportsJuice.com is the SportsJuice.com is the SportsJuice.com is the    

Internet’s leading broad-Internet’s leading broad-Internet’s leading broad-
caster of  Minor League, Col-caster of  Minor League, Col-caster of  Minor League, Col-
legiate and Amateur sports legiate and Amateur sports legiate and Amateur sports    

   
Listen to SportsJuice.com Listen to SportsJuice.com Listen to SportsJuice.com 

broadcasts online, on your broadcasts online, on your broadcasts online, on your 
iPhone or AndroidiPhone or AndroidiPhone or Android   

 

Order These  

Great  

Products  

and many more 

at  

youravon.com/hsapper 

 Another year and another haul for 

Northwest Indiana as three athletes. 

Hanover Central’s Stevan Micic won his 

second title in a row, this time at 113. 

Bobby Steveson of Merrillville also won 

at 170 and Gelen Robinson from Lake 

Central won at 200. 

 Micic, a junior defeated Penn’s 

Zachary Davis from Penn by a 9-7 deci-

sion. His win made him the first North-

west Indiana athlete to win a title on the 

day and capped off his second undefeated 

season in a row after winning at 103 last 
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year. 

 Drew Hughes of Lowell would 

wrestle in the next match (120), but ulti-

Stevan Micic won his second wrestling state  

championship in a row this season 
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Recruiting Recruiting Recruiting 
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sensational freshman. 

 At 170, Bobby Steveson won his 

first championship in a 5-4 decision over 

Riley Lefever from Fort Wayne Carroll. 

Steveson was the first Pirate to win a 

wrestling title since Jamal Lawrence in 

2007.  

 In the 200 pound match, three sport 

athlete Gelen Robinson from Lake Cen-

tral won a 7-2 decision over Kokomo’s 

Fletcher Miller. While this was Robin-

son’s first wrestling title, he is no stranger 

to competing in a state championship 

event. Robinson placed seventh in the 

shot put and third in the discus last spring 

mately fell by a 6-2 decision to Deondre 

Wilson from Warren Central. The loss 

was only the second of the season for the 

Merrillville’s Bobby Steveson 

 



Join us each week 

for MAB Weekly 

 

Wednesdays from 

5:30 pm to 7:00 pm.  

 

 

MAB Weekly will bring you the best in 

high school, college and professional 

sports talk, guests and more! 

 

Tune in each week on 

www.midamericabroadcasting.com and 

www.sportsjuice.com 
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scalecomputing.com 

 

See a listing of every  

Indiana Boys  

Basketball All Star  

and the Colleges where 

they played at 
www.midamericabroadcasting.com 

in the track and field state finals for the 

Indians. Robinson, is also one of the best 

defensive football players in the state as 

well. Robinson is one of those rare ath-

letes who have the potential to be offered 

Division 1 scholarships in three different 

sports.  

 While two of these athletes were 

standing on the podium for the first time 

and one for the second, Northwest Indiana 

is no stranger to winning state titles. In 

fact, you have to go all the way back to 

the 1989-1990 season to find a time when 

a Northwest Indiana wrestler did not win 

a title. To put that in perspective, the Ge-

len’s father, Glenn Robinson was still a 
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Join the Conversation on  

our New Message Board! 

 

Talk about Football, Soccer, 

Baseball, Softball, Track, Cross 

Country, Volleyball, Wrestling, 

Basketball, Boxing, MMA, Auto 

Racing, & Recruiting. Post 

scores and get news!  

 

Just go to www.midamericabroadcasting.com , click 

on message board and create a user name and log in 

to join in the conversation and the fun! 

junior at Roosevelt High School. That 

year Todd Brown (LaPorte), Bill Hawkins 

(Crown Point), and Ryan 

Jackson (Chesterton) were 

all runners up in their 

matches.  

 Wrestling, much like 

swimming (see The Power in 

the Pool! On page 34) is one 

sport where it has become 

common place to see state champions in 

individual, and often team, events that 

come from Northwest Indiana. The 
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strength of wrestling comes, as most strong 

programs do, from great youth programs, 

outstanding coaching, great 

competition and a culture of 

excellence that breeds success.   

 The culture of wrestling 

excellence doesn’t seem to be 

ending. Each of the wrestlers 

who wrestled for champion-

ships are underclassmen and 

several made the trip south as well. That 

should mean many, many more finals trips 

and wins for wrestlers from the area. 
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Triple Crown All Stars Academy offering: 
 
* Professional Pitching and Hitting Instructors 
* Pitching, Hitting, Fielding, and Throwing instruction 
* Batting Cage and Pitching Mound Rentals 
* Great Membership Packages 
* New Fully Turfed Facility Rental for Team Practices 
* 2 Buildings. 1 Team Facility and 1 Insturctional Facility 
* Professional Strength and Conditioning, Speed and Agilltiy Training  

Instructional Facility 
Includes Year Round: 
* Professional Pitching Lessons 
* Professional Hitting Lessons 
* Professional Baseball Lessons 
* Professional Softball Lessons 
* Batting Cage Rentals 
* Pitching Mound Rentals  

Team Practice Facility 
Includes Year Round: 
* A Fully New Astro-Turfed building 
for Team Practice 
* 2 Batting Cages with Screens 
* 2 Batter's Box Mats 
* Sliding Mats 
* Waffle Bases 
* Jugs Machine with Balls 

2208 U.S. 41 

Schererville, IN 46375 

Phone: 219-864-0711 

www.triplecrownallstars.com 
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 Once again this year MAB will be 

broadcasting many of the RailCats High 

School Baseball Challenge games. Bob Po-

tosky, JT Hoyo, Andy Wielgus, Rich Sapper, 

Hank Kilander, Brandon Vickery, and Brett 

Hill will bring you all of the action. This is 

our 3rd year of doing so as part of Mid 

America Broadcasting.  

 Three Former State Champions are 

playing in this year's Challenge. Andrean 

will be taking on Hammond Morton, Bishop 

Noll will be playing Lowell, and Munster 

will be playing Valpo.  

 The Challenge includes several rival 

games as well. Among these are North New-

ton vs South Newton. I believe this is the 

first appearance for the Rebels of Kentland. 

And the Lake Station - River Forest game 

returns after a short hiatus. Another rival 

game from the Illinois side is the Lansing - 

Calumet City battle of TF North vs TF 

South. Also an interesting DAC -NCC match 

up of Griffith and Chesterton is included.  

 Some Current Major League Players 

have come from the schools in 

the Challenge including Jeff Samardzjia of 

Valpo, Latroy Hawkins of West Side, and 

Curtis Granderson of TF South.  

 Ryan Basham of Lowell hit 1st HR out 

of the US Steelyard in Challenge. Calumet 

won the 1st Joe Gates Classic. Michigan 

Basketball Star Zach Novak also played in 

Challenge. Ryan Bridges played in Chal-

lenge and NCAA Tournament for Purdue at 

the US Steelyard, also former Crown Point 

Pitcher Blake Mascarello pitched record long 

game vs Kentucky last year for Purdue at the 

Steelyard last year after playing in the Chal-

lenge in high school.  

 The entire RailCats Challenge Sched-

ule can be found on the next page. 

5 Reasons to Advertise with MAB 

1. Support exposure for high school  athletes. 

2. Low advertising rates. 

3. Special packages available. 

4. Your ad will run live and on our archive. 

5. Option of game, web and online mag. 

 

 

Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990  

or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com for more information 

Mid America Broadcasting to Cover RailCats 
Challenge for 3rd Year 

By Andy Wielgus, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 
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A major home improvement project can enhance your quality of life; 

give your family years of enjoyment; reduce your energy costs; and add 

significant value to your home. 
 

The success of your project depends on a detailed plan,  

good communication, expert craftsmen, and a  

dedicated team that will exceed your expectations. 
 

GoCo delivers all that and more. 
 

Call us today at 219-926-2488 to schedule your Initial Consultation. 

11th Annual RailCats High School 

Challenge Starts April 1 
Press Release Provided 

  

GARY, Ind. — The 11
th
 Annual High School Challenge will welcome 36 teams, playing 

18 games over 11 days from April 1-20 at U. S. Steel Yard. 
  
The full schedule is listed below. 
  

Monday, April 1
st

 
4:30 p.m. - *Hobart vs. Highland 
7:30 p.m. - *Calumet vs. Hebron 
  
Wednesday, April 3

rd
 

4:30 p.m. - *Morton vs. Andrean 
  
Friday, April 5

th
 

7:30 p.m. - * Valparaiso vs. Munster 
  
Monday, April 8

th
 

7:30 p.m. - *Guerin Prep vs. Chicago Christian 
  
Wednesday, April 10

th
 

4:30 p.m. - *West Side vs. Gavit 
7:30 p.m. - *Hales Franciscan vs. St. Patrick 
  
Friday, April 12th

 

4:30 p.m. - *TF North vs. TF South 
7:40 p.m. - *Westville vs. Hammond Academy 
  

Saturday, April 13
th

 
4:00 p.m. - *Kankakee Valley vs. Thea Bowman 
7:00 p.m. - * Bishop Noll vs. Lowell 
  
Monday, April 15

th
 

4:30 p.m. - *Lake Station vs. River Forest 
  
Wednesday, April 17

th
 

7:30 p.m. - *North Newton vs. South Newton 
  
Friday, April 19

th
 

4:30 p.m. - *Lew Wallace vs. Roosevelt 
7:30 p.m. - *East Chicago vs. MC Marquette 
  
Saturday, April 20

th
 

1:00 p.m. - *Michigan City vs. Boone Grove 
4:00 p.m. - *Chesterton vs. Griffith 

7:00 p.m. - *Victory Christian vs. Calumet Christian 

  
*indicates home team 



 

 

Law Office Of 

Paul Barenie 

(219) 864-0188 

27 W. Joliet Street 

Schererville, IN 

 

Follow Portage Follow Portage Follow Portage 

SportsSportsSports   

all year longall year longall year long   
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Great Sports Quotes 
Complied by MAB Staff 

I've missed more than 9000 shots in my ca-

reer. I've lost almost 300 games. 26 times, 

I've been trusted to take the game winning 

shot and missed. I've failed over and over 

and over again in my life. And that is why I 

succeed.—Michael Jordan   

 

Don't look back. Something might be gain-

ing on you.- Satchel Paige 

 

It's just a job. Grass grows, birds fly, waves 

pound the sand. I beat people up. -

Muhammad Ali 
 

If winning isn't everything, why do they 

keep score? -Vince Lombardi  

 

My motto was always to keep swinging. 

Whether I was in a slump or feeling badly 

or having trouble off the field, the only 

thing to do was keep swinging. 

- Hank Aaron  

 

 

Do you know what my favorite part of the game 

is? The opportunity to play.- Mike Singletary  

 

The only way to prove that you're a good sport 

is to lose.-Ernie Banks  

 

You know they're not going to lose 162 con-

secutive games.-Harry Caray  

 

Don't sell yourself short because without that 

you can't go far in life because after sports the 

only thing you know is sports and you can't do 

anything else with that.- Bo Jackson    

 

I think that from the time you start playing 

sports as a child you see that your responsibility 

to your team is to play the best that you can play 

as an individual... and yet, not take anything 

away from being part of a team.- 

Wayne Gretzky    

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/michaeljor127660.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/michaeljor127660.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/michaeljor127660.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/michaeljor127660.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/michaeljor127660.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/michaeljor127660.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/michael_jordan.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/satchelpai125248.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/s/satchelpai125248.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/s/satchel_paige.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/muhammadal110496.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/muhammadal110496.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/muhammad_ali.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vincelomba100525.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/v/vincelomba100525.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/v/vince_lombardi.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/hankaaron125240.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/hankaaron125240.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/hankaaron125240.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/hankaaron125240.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/hank_aaron.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/mikesingle127505.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/m/mikesingle127505.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/m/mike_singletary.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/erniebanks100520.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/e/erniebanks100520.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/e/ernie_banks.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/harrycaray102332.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/h/harrycaray102332.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/h/harry_caray.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/bojackson253368.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/bojackson253368.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/bojackson253368.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/bojackson253368.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/b/bo_jackson.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/waynegretz454032.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/waynegretz454032.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/waynegretz454032.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/waynegretz454032.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/w/waynegretz454032.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/w/wayne_gretzky.html
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“You’ve got that Hungry Feelin!” 
Now Serving Chefs Choice 

Chef’s Choice 
Lunch Buffet 

Mon-Fri 

11-2 
 

Every day, the Lunch Buffet  

includes: Pizza, Salads, Anti-pasta 

Salads, Soups and all the Fixens! 
 

Daily Specials are as follows: 

Monday……………….Baked Chicken 

Tuesday…………………………Tacos 

Wednesday………….Variety of Pastas 

Thursday…………………….Sausage 

Friday……………………………Fish 

211 South East St., Crown Point, IN 

663-6551 
DINE-IN * CARRY OUT * DELIVERY 

www.carriagecourtpizza.com 
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The Power in 

the Pool! 
By Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 



 The Chesterton boys swim team won 

their third team state championship in the 

last six years as head coach Kevin Kinel 

and the Trojans knocked off defending state 

champ Carmel and the rest of the field. The 

Trojans came away with four individual 

wins, two relay wins and set records by the 

bucketful. 

 The records were set by junior Aaron 

Whitaker who set record in the 100 butter-

fly (47.33) and 100 backstoke (47.29). The 

relay team consisting of Whitaker, twin 

brother Ethan, Blake Pieroni, and Patrick 

Curley set a 400 freestyle relay record 

(3:01:05). 

 Pieroni also set a record of his own 

with a 44.28 in the 100 freestyle and also 

won the 200 individual medley. Chesterton 

also won the 200 medley replay with a 

team of Whitaker, Pieroni, Andy Hurst and 

Jack Waller. Think that’s impressive? All of 

the winners are back next year: they are 

only juniors. “Like” Mid America Broadcasting “Like” Mid America Broadcasting “Like” Mid America Broadcasting    
on Facebookon Facebookon Facebook               
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 While the state champs on the boys 

side were the only region team to rank in 

the top ten (LaPorte’s Joshua Arndt won 

the 1 meter diving title individually), the 

girls side was littered with region entries 

in the top ten. 

 The girls swimming and diving fi-

nals were dominated once again by Car-

mel who won their 27th straight title, and 

won four individual and all three relay ti-

tles as well. The region as a whole did 

have a good showing, however with 

Chesterton coming in 5th, Crown Point 

6th, and Munster 8th. 

 The power in the pool is not a one 

off anomaly either for region swimmers. 

Rare is the year that a local team does not 

at least place at the state championships. 

Not only do they place, but it is not rare to 

win. While Carmel still holds the most 

team titles on the boys side and Columbus 

 

Chesterton Head coach Kevin Kinel (left) and Blake Pieroni 



North holds the second most, 6 regions 

schools have won state championships in 

the history of the tournament. Hammond 

has 8, Munster 7, Chesterton 3, Horace 

Mann 2, Bishop Noll 2, Whiting 2 and 

Lake Central 1. This is to go along with 

scores of individual and replay titles.  

 The girls in the region typically 

place, but as with anything else girls 

swimming, if you aren’t swimming for 

Carmel, you probably are not going to 

win a team title. The only region girls 

high school every to win in girls swim-

ming (as a team) was Munster when they 

three-peated between the 1975-1976 and 

1978-1979 seasons. There have been nu-

merous individual winners throughout the 

years, however. 

 The reason is simple. Go to a local 

pool in season and you can see the tre-

mendous feeder programs that each 

school has with kids starting swimming at 

very young ages. The competition and 

training is tremendous at those lower lev-

els and feed up to the high school pro-

grams. 

 In addition, the competition is pretty 

solid at the high school level and club 

Sapper’s Market and Greenhouses 
1155 South Lake Park Ave, Hobart 

219-942-4995 
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teams in the off season travel all over the 

Midwest to create a culture of winning and 

build a competitive advantage. 

 The future continues to look bright 

for Northwest Indiana schools. Those 

feeder systems remain strong and, as previ-

ously mentioned, Chesterton is in a great 

spot with their boys team coming back next 

year as seniors. Even though we flock to 

gyms in the winter to watch basketball, we 

might owe it to ourselves to head to a high 

school pool in the winter to see one of the 

hidden gems of the region. 
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 The rumors of it’s death 

have been exaggerated. The ru-

mor, of course, is the death of 

basketball in the Hoosier state, 

long known for it’s basketball 

tradition. While the tradition of 

the basketball tournament has 

been watered down, some say, by 

class basketball, the state is still a 

hot bed for basketball talent. 

 For example, as of the 

24th of February, 5 teams in the 

AP Top 25 were in the Big Ten 

(Indiana, Michigan, Michigan 

State, Ohio State and Wisconsin).  

Each of those teams, except for 

Wisconsin,  has at least one 

player that cut their basketball 

teeth in Indiana, 

 The Hoosiers, of course 

have the most former Indiana 

high school players with 11. 

Those players:  Jordan Hulls 

(Bloomington South), Yogi 

Ferrell (Park Tudor), Hanner 

Mosquera-Perea (La Lumiere), 

Raphael Smith (South Bend Ri-

ley)., Taylor Wayer (Chatard), 

Jeff Howard (Westfield), Derek 

Elston (Tipton),  Jeremy Hollo-

The Bears held their 

training camp in the 60’s 

and 70’s at St. Joseph 

College in Rennselear. 

 

Ron Reed of LaPorte 

was a 2 sport profes-

sional athlete pitching 

for the Braves, Cardi-

nals, Phillies and White 

Sox from 1966-1984 and 

for the playing forward 

for the Pistons from 

1965-1967. 

 

Orville Redenbacher was 

a member of the Purdue 

track team. 

 

When Hoosiers was re-

leased in the United 

Kingdom, it was re-titled 

“Best Shot” 

 

Of the current MLB 

managers, 12 were for-

mer catchers, 6 were 

outfielders, 4 were 

shortstops, 2 were pitch-

ers, 2 played 1st, 1 2nd, 

1 3rd, 1 1B/OF and 1 

was a utility infielder. 

Big Ten Basketball is Indiana Powered 
MAB Monthly Staff Report Did you Know? 

well (Lawrence Central),  Jonny 

Marlin (Greenwood), Austin  

Etherington (Hamilton Heights), 

and of course Cody Zeller 

(Washington) make up the team 

that has been on top of the poll for 

a good chunk of the year.  

 Michigan and Michigan 

State have three Indiana players a 

piece. Michigan State features last 

year’s Mr. Basketball Gary Harris 

of Hamilton Southeastern, Russell 

Byrd of Fort Wayne Blackhawk 

Christian, and Branden Dawson 

from Lew Wallace. Michigan fea-

tures three region players, Lake 

Central Glenn Robinson III, Crown 

Point’s Spike Albrecht, and Mitch 

McGary of Chesterton (although he 

played primarily at prep school). 

The Buckeyes has Deshaun Tho-

mas from Luers. 

 Three of the final seven Big 

Ten Teams also have Indiana play-

ers, including Purdue with 10, Iowa 

with 1, and Northwestern with 1. 

The power is college basketball’s 

power conference this season 

seems to be coming directly from 

Indiana bred athletes.  

Region Sportsdesk 

Do you need a sports 

 recruiting video?  

Then find Region Sportsdesk on 

Facebook and ask JT HOYO for 

more info. 



Show Broadcast  

Locations: 

 

 

 

211 South East  

219-663-6551 

 

 

1492 North Main 

219-662-1369 

 

MAB Weekly Starts at 

5:30 p.m. each week! 
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5 Reasons to Advertise with MAB 

1. Support exposure for high school  athletes. 

2. Low advertising rates. 

3. Special packages available. 

4. Your ad will run live and on our archive. 

5. Option of game, web and online mag. 

 

 

Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990  

or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com for more infor-

March Broadcast Schedule 

 

 

 
3-6            5:30         MAB Weekly 

 

 
3-13          5:30         MAB Weekly from Carriage Court Pizza 
 

 

3-20          5:30         MAB Weekly 
 

 

3-26             5:30      Warsaw @ Crown Point Baseball  
 

 

3-27          5:30         MAB Weekly from CP Ponderosa  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Simply Better Storage 
 

1.877.SCALE.59 
scalecomputing.com 

Check out our Check out our Check out our    

region basketball region basketball region basketball    

history pages at history pages at history pages at    

midamericabroadcasting.commidamericabroadcasting.commidamericabroadcasting.com   



 


