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MAB ONLINE MAGAZINE 
 

 Another month, another MAB Monthly. We 

are excited once again to bring you a great issue 

full of different perspectives and we welcome the 

newest member of the MAB family, Brett Hill, 

who makes his debut in this issue recounting the 

unlikely story of a Chesterton sectional title on 

the girls side a couple of years back.  We also 

have the local sectional pairings, a Super Bowl 

related contribution by Tom Kulavik, a research-

based article exploring whether or not dance is a 

sport by Trisha Madura, commentary about the 

NCAA paying players and much more. 

 As we do every month, we thank you for 

reading. If you were not here, we would not do 

this. We are happy that you join us this and every 

month to take in this little publication in our cor-

ner of the world. If this is your first time here, 

you can go back and read some back issues to see 

some of what has come before. 

 Looking ahead a couple of months, don’t 

forget out annual baseball preview coming up in 

April.  

 As always, please support our sponsors, 

and if you would like to be a sponsor, please con-

tact us. Thank you for your support. 

MAB Staff 
  

Hank Kilander 
Webmaster 

Broadcaster/ Host 

Staff Writer 

 
Rich Sapper 

Staff Writer 

Broadcaster/ Host 

Sales 

Layout & Design 

 
Bob Potosky 

Broadcaster/ Host 

Staff Writer 

 
Andy Wielgus 
Broadcaster/Host 

Staff Writer 

 
JT Hoyo 

Broadcaster/Host 

Staff Writer 

Sales 

 

Brandon Vickery 
Broadcaster 

Staff Writer 

 
Trisha Madura 

Staff Writer 

Sales 

Broadcaster 

 

 
Brett Hill 
Staff Writer 

Sales 

Broadcaster 

Contact Information 
 

Phone: 219-973-7990 

Website: www.midamericabroadcasting.com 

Also find us on Facebook and Twitter 



 

Page 4 MAB MONTHLY 

 

Inside this issue: 
Vision Point Athletes of the Month 6 

The Underdog that Bit Back 8 

IHSAA Announces Girls Sectional Matchups 16 

Super Bowl Mini Section 20 

Region Connections to the Super Bowl 21 

Super Bowl Trivia 23 

Dance: Sport or Just and Art 24 

Should the NCAA Pay Players? 30 

Heads Up Concussion Fact Sheet for Parents 34 

Heads Up Concussion Fact Sheet for Athletes 35 

42 36 

What is Hall of Fame Caliber 42 

Did You Know? 42 

February Broadcast Schedule 43 

  

  

  

  

  

 P. 8  P. 20 

P. 24 



Page 5 MAB MONTHLY 

To order the 2012-2013  

 

Boys or Girls Magazine 

 

Visit Indiana Basketball Magazine  

 

online at 
 

www.indianabasketballmagazine.com 



 Rolanda Curington 
Lake Central 

 
 
 

Lake Central Junior Rolanda Cur-
ington had 11points and 14 re-
bounds in the 60-50 upset win over 
Michigan City. The Lady Indians 
outrebounded the Wolves 40-29 in 
the game. 

VISION POINTVISION POINTVISION POINT   
AAATHLETESTHLETESTHLETES   OFOFOF   THETHETHE   MMMONTHONTHONTH   

Written and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff WriterWritten and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff Writer   
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CLEARLY DIFFERENT CLEARLY DIFFERENT   

Wilson Beckman 
Munster 

 
 

  

Munster swimmer Wil-
son Beckman set a pool an a con-
ference record, finishing the 100-
yard backstroke in 51.93 seconds 
propelling the Seahorses to their 

23rd straight conference title. 

Nikki Monohan 
Portage 

 
 

 Portage's Nikki Monahan had 16 points, as 

Portage defeated Chesterton 63-58. Monahan has led 

her team in scoring the last couple of years. Portage 

is 11-6 this year and they are 7-4 in the DAC. 

Monahan is now very close to breaking the all-time 

scoring record at Portage. Her father Grant Monahan 

played at Portage in 1983 and 1984, as well as her 

Uncle Mike Monahan. Grant played for Coach Greg 

Kirby and Mike played for both Coach Greg Kirby 

and Morrie Goodnight. 

Toni Murphy 
Michigan City 

 
 

 Michigan City's Toni Murphy 
scored 25 points and hit 4 free 
throws in the final 17 seconds to 
propel the 16-3 Michigan City Lady 
Wolves to a 60-57 victory over pre-
viously undefeated Merrillville, who 
were on a 39 Regular Sea-
son Game Winning Streak.  

 

 

 
 





The Underdog The Underdog The Underdog    

That Bit BackThat Bit BackThat Bit Back   
 

 

By: Brett Hill, MAB Monthly Staff WriterBy: Brett Hill, MAB Monthly Staff WriterBy: Brett Hill, MAB Monthly Staff Writer   
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 On January 28, 2011, the Chesterton 

Girls Basketball team might have been at an 

all-time low for their season having lost their 

game to Lake Central which extended their 

losing streak to 5.  Not only that, but the 

slide began once their schedule went into its 

second half.  A season that once saw them 

begin to an impressive 7-3 start with a con-

ference record of 5-1 in the DAC with wins 

over Merrillville, Michigan City, and Lake 

Central (You’ll hear those names later).   

However, their final 10 games only saw them 

going 5-5 with a 4-4 conference record los-

ing all rematches to DAC opponents with the 

exception of Valpo and Laporte, which they 

swept.   

 Why would you think their confidence 

might have been shot? Two nights before the 

Lake Central game (January 26, 2011), the 

girls found out who they will be facing come 

postseason play.  In a sectional where you 

see teams like Merrillville, Crown Point, 

Michigan City, and Hobart, it shows to be 

one of the strongest sectionals in perhaps not 

only in the area, but in the state.  For Ches-

terton, they landed in the perhaps the strong-

est and toughest part of the bracket.  They 

ended up drawing Michigan City in the first 

round, only to play the winner of what was a 

thrilling Merrillville-Hobart matchup.  Long 

story short, Chesterton would have to run 

through the gauntlet if they are going to want 

to win the sectional.   

 I asked the center of that Chesterton 

team Claire Holba her initial thoughts on the 

draw and she said “I knew it wasn’t going to 

be easy, but that is how we wanted it.”  Could-

n’t have said it better myself.  Stuck being 

with probably the strongest teams on your half 

of the bracket, there was no way it was going 

to be an easy task.   

 Right then and there, Chesterton was 

instantly an underdog going into sectionals by 

just about every person, myself included.  

However, they didn’t get that memo.  The 

beauty of the postseason we love to call 

“Hoosier Hysteria” has the anything can hap-

pen mentality being as it is win or go home 

from then on out.  All it takes is just one game 

for pure madness to happen, and boy, Chester-

ton sure was ready to make some noise.   

 Chesterton opened sectional play 

against Michigan City, a team that they split 

with in the regular season.  When it comes to 

postseason basketball, free throws can decide 

on who advances, or who goes home.  It 

played a pivotal role in Chesterton’s opener 

against Michigan City.  Trailing by 4 in the 

fourth against the Lady Wolves, Chesterton 

sank 9 of 12 free throws in the game’s final 

2:11 to pull off the mild upset of Michigan 

City in the Sectional Quarterfinals.  “We were-

n’t ready for it to be over” Holba said on their 

comeback win.   

 Things wouldn’t get any easier for them 

as Merrillville awaited them in the semifinals, 

a team that made the state finals the previous 



season, only to fall to Ben Davis when the dust 

cleared.  Surely Merrillville would put them in 

their place.  In the words of Lee Corso: “Not 

so fast my friend!”  In a game that was back 

and forth, it was only fitting for the game to 

end in a little controversy.  Chesterton found 

their selves trailing Merrillville 27-21 at half-

time.  “I knew that during halftime we came 

together and decided as a team that we were 

NOT going to lose.  Me personally, I was go-

ing to do everything it took to win”, Said 

Holba on being recalled on what the thought 

process was during the half.   

 After halftime, Chesterton came out 

fired up and kept the game close throughout 

most of the half which set up the frantic finish.  

What propelled Chesterton to the lead was a 

10-0 run which translated to a 61-56 lead with 

2:23 left in the fourth.  However, the drama 

was only just beginning.  Leading 62-60 with 

just seconds left in the game, the Merrillville 

had their star player in Raveen Murray at the 

line to potentially tie the game.  She sinks the 

first one, which cuts the Chesterton lead to 

“Like” Mid America Broadcasting “Like” Mid America Broadcasting “Like” Mid America Broadcasting    
on Facebookon Facebookon Facebook               

59 Indiana Avenue, Valparaiso 
Just off the Courthouse Square 

 

Phone 219-464-7102 or 219-462-0404 
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one.  She then misses the shot which would 

have tied the game, which was rebounded 

my Holba.  Merrillville failed to foul and the 

game was over, but with a little controversy.  

Murray came up with a loose ball in the clos-

ing seconds of the game, where she then 

made the shot as the buzzer sounded.  How-

ever, the refs felt that the ball was released 

after the buzzer sounded thus cancelling the 

shot.  Chesterton got by the skin of their 

teeth winning 62-61 to advance to the sec-

tional title game against the host Portage, 

who was on a little bit of a Cinderella run of 

their own.   

 Holba was cool and collected at the 

line going 15-19 in the game.  “My mentality 

was simply, I am not losing”, said Holba on 

her performance at the line in their win over 

Merrillville.  That set the stage up for the 

sectional final between Chesterton and Port-
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age.  Two teams that just about nobody 

would have guessed would be in the sec-

tional final aside from the teams their selves.  

No matter who won, the Cinderella story was 

going to continue for one, and end for the 

other.  Portage at one point that season saw 

their record at 1-10 heading into 2011, but 

they didn’t let that stop them.  It also showed 

the beauty of Hoosier Hysteria.   

 I remember calling the game with my 

friend Tyler, and we both can say easily the 

gym was packed for the sectional title be-

tween Chesterton and the hosts Portage.  The 

teams split in the regular season winning on 

the other team’s floor, and it was time for 

that third and deciding game that would also 

decide who moves on to the Valpo Regional.  

 The game didn’t lack star power ei-

ther.  Portage had Bliss and Monahan while 

Chesterton had Gardner and Holba.  Points 

were at a pre-

mium the entire 

game as both 

teams com-

bined for just 

77 points be-

tween the two 

teams.  Late in 

the game, Port-

age had numer-

ous chances to tie, or even take the lead, but 

they just went cold at the worst possible time 

of the game.  Chesterton was able to escape 

with their first sectional title since 2006 with 

their win over Portage 41-36.    “The greatest 

feeling had to do with winning sectionals”, 

Holba said on winning the school’s first 

sctional title in 5 years.  Chesterton went 

through the meat grinder in that sectional de-

feating Michigan City, Merrillville (the pre-

vious season’s state runner-up), and finally 

Portage on their own floor.  It was definitely 

a hard earned title for them, and nothing 

short of an exciting ride.  However, the ride 

wasn’t over.  Chesterton now had to prep for 

the Valpo regional which contained confer-

ence foe Lake Central, Elkhart Memorial (#2 

in the state at the time), and Penn (#3 in the 

state at the time), who had Chesterton’s num-

ber the past few meetings.  “We had the ad-

vantage of having played Lake Central and 

Penn so we knew what they were capable 

of.”   

The scoreboard  at the conclusion of the 

sectional title game shows a combined 

77 points  

 



 Holba felt like Chesterton had an advan-

tage since Chesterton had played two of three 

teams in that regional, one of them twice 

(Lake Central).  Chesterton ended up playing 

Lake Central in the second game where the 

winner would face Penn, who won in thrilling 

fashion over Elkhart Memorial.  When it 

comes to regionals here in Indiana, regionals 

are a one day tournament where the first round 

is played at the times of 9 AM and 11:30 AM 

with the title game coming at 7:30 PM.  It’s 

definitely a test of not only endurance, but also 

an emotional test.   

 Win the first game, have to quickly for-

get about it and move on to the final.  Chester-

ton came out of the gates against Lake Central 

extremely flat in their regional semifinal 

matchup where they saw their selves down 

double digits for basically the entire first half.  

However, perhaps the turning point of the 
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for MAB Weekly 
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MAB Weekly will bring you the best in 

high school, college and professional 
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game was when then junior Linsay Gorman 

banked home a three at the buzzer which cut 

the Lake Central lead down to 12 heading 

into the locker room.  Toward the end of the 

first half and into the second half, Campbell 

changed his team’s defense from his tradi-

tional 1-3-1 zone, to man to man.   That 

decision alone could also be the turning point 

of that entire game because it changed the 

entire complexion of the game.    
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 Chesterton still trailed through the entire 

third quarter, but at the 7:20 mark of the fourth 

quarter, they finally drew even with the Lady 

Indians.  “I think with the transition to man to 

man, we became more focused, and could 

pressure them more and get up in their face.” 

Said Holba on her thoughts of why the game 

shifted so dramatically.  Chesterton was able 

to put away Lake Central in the fourth with 

their solid defense and points coming easily by 

the way of layups as Lake Central’s defense 

broke down late in the game.  When the buzzer 

sounded, Chesterton had advanced to the re-

gional final against Penn with the 58-53 win.  I 

asked Holba’s thoughts on the game: 

 “Whenever you work that hard, and 

come out victorious its such an elating feel-

ing.”   Chesterton was now one win away from 

advancing to the team’s first ever semi-state.  

All they had to do was beat the team that al-

ways seems to take out the region teams in 

any sport, and that was Penn.  Penn came 

into the regional #3 in the state, and riding 

high after defeating state #2 Elkhart Memo-

rial in the early game of the regional.  Penn 

also had Chesterton’s number when it came 

to head to head meetings.   

 So here they were, a team that was 

doubted to make it anywhere from the day 



the brackets were released, to now playing for 

a regional title and a spot in semi-state.  As the 

anthem was ending, Holba found herself think-

ing, “wow.  This is it, I am here at the Elite 

Eight, regional championship, so close to semi

-state and state.  Let’s get this victory.”     

 Throughout most of that game Chester-

ton actually had a lead against Penn, and even 

had a lead going into the half.  Things began to 

crumble for Chesterton in the third quarter 

when Gardner had to leave the game with leg 

cramps, which turned into Penn going on a 9-1 

run which pushed them ahead, and ultimately 

win the game 52-43 to advance to the semi-

state, and end the storybook run that was the 

Chesterton Lady Trojans.  With a team that 

was very senior-oriented, it was the end of the 

road for a lot of the Lady Trojans.  When 

asked on how that loss felt Holba replied, “It 

hurt.  It hurt so bad.  Being that close, I could 

taste and feel the victory.”  It was a run that 

was least expected, but when it happened, it 

brought forth a lot of support from the Ches-
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terton community (As you can tell from the 

picture).   

 I had the joy of calling that magical 

run with a good friend of mine, and from 

Chesterton basketball player as well in Tyler 

Devitte.  Nothing is more fun than calling a 

team that had nothing to lose, and everything 

to gain.  I can easily say this deep run in the 

postseason made me a proud alumnus, and it 

was something I wouldn’t forget.  For the 

2010-2011 Chesterton Lady Trojans Basket-

ball team, this was a team that went from a 

phenomenal start to the season, to a shaky 

way to end a season.   

 When you looked at the bracket as a 

fan, journalist, or broadcaster, you would 

have thought there was no chance.  For 

Chesterton, this was the chance to shock the 

area and the state, and shock they did.  As I 

said earlier, when it comes to Hoosier Hys-

teria, it’s all about getting hot at the right 

time.  Chesterton proved to the underdogs 

out there that anything can happen on any 

given night.  The Chesterton Lady Trojans 

were indeed, the underdogs that bit back. 
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IHSAA Announces IHSAA Announces IHSAA Announces    

Girls BasketballGirls BasketballGirls Basketball   

   Sectional MatchupsSectional MatchupsSectional Matchups   
By Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff WriterBy Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff WriterBy Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer   
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Class 4A 

1. Munster  
 

2012 winner:  East Chicago Central 

 

Game 1: Highland vs. Hammond Morton. 

Game 2: Munster vs. East Chicago Central. 

Game 3: Lake Central vs. Gary West Side. 

Game 4: Lowell vs. Winner of Game 1. 

Game 5: Winner of Game 2 vs. Winner of Game 3. 

Championship: Winner of Game 4 vs. Winner of 

Game 5. 

2. Portage  
 

2012 Winner: Michigan City 

 

Game 1: Michigan City vs. Crown Point. 

Game 2: Chesterton vs. LaPorte. 

Game 3: Valparaiso vs. Hobart. 

Game 4: Merrillville vs. Portage. 

Game 5: Winner of Game 1 vs. Winner of Game 2. 

Game 6: Winner of Game 3 vs. Winner of Game 4. 

Championship: Winner of Game 5 vs. Winner of 

Game 6. 

 The IHSAA announced the sectional draw for the 38th Annual IH-

SAA Girls Basketball State Tournament. The  sectionals that include local 

teams are listed below, along with the winner of last year’s sectional. 

 Four different teams (EC Central, West Side, Lake Central and Mun-

ster) have won in Sectional 1 in Class 4A in the past five years, while 

Michigan City has won Sectional 2 three of the last five, with Merrillville 

and Chesterton winning one a piece in that span.  

 In Class 3A, Sectional 17, Hammond, Roosevelt, Gavit and Griffith 

have all won since 2008., although Griffith has won 4 sectionals in a row, 

coming over from Sectional 18 last season. In Sectional 18, Knox won 

last year for the first time after Griffith dominated for before being 

moved. Hanover Central is now the host of that sectional and will look to 

get back to their winning ways after winning several 2A sectionals before 

moving up. 

 In Class 2A, Sectional 33, Bowman is the defending champion, and 

Wheeler won the year before. Host school River Forest and GSSC rival 

Edison are looking for their first sectional titles in girls basketball. In Sec-

tional 34. Winamac has won 3 of the last 5 sectionals with Culver and 

Boone Grove winning the other two. 

 In Class 1A, Sectional 49, Kouts has been pretty dominant histori-

cally but Bowman and Morgan Township have won the last two years. 

Sectional 49 is also home to first year participants Gary Lighthouse. 

 



Class 3A 

17. Griffith 
 

2012 Winner: Griffith 

 

Game 1: Hammond vs. Hammond Gavit. 

Game 2: Griffith vs. Gary Wallace. 

Game 3: Hammond Clark vs. Winner of Game 1. 

Championship: Winner of Game 2 vs. Winner of 

Game 3. 

 

18. Hanover Central  
 

2012 Winner: Knox 

 

Game 1: Andrean vs. Hanover 

Central. 

Game 2: Kankakee Valley vs. 

Rensselaer. 

Game 3: Knox vs. Winner of 

Game 1. 

Game 4: Calumet vs. Winner of 

Game 2. 

Championship: Winner of Game 3 vs. Winner of 

Game 4. 
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Class 2A 

33. River Forest  
 

2012 Winner: Bowman Academy 

 

Game 1: River Forest vs. Wheeler. 

Game 2: Hammond Bishop Noll vs. Bowman Acad-

emy. 

Game 3: Whiting vs. Winner of Game 1. 

Game 4: Lake Station Edison vs. Win-

ner of Game 2. 

Championship: Winner of Game 3 vs. 

Winner of Game 4. 

 

34. Hebron  
 

2012 Winner:  Winamac 

 

Game 1: Hebron vs. Winamac. 

Game 2: Rochester vs. North Newton. 

Game 3: Boone Grove vs. Winner of 

Game 1. 

Game 4: North Judson vs. Winner of Game 2. 

Championship: Winner of Game 3 vs. Winner of 

Game 4. 
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Class A 

49. Morgan Township  
 

2012 Winner: Morgan Township 

 

Game 1: LaCrosse vs. Gary Lighthouse Academy. 

Game 2: Morgan Township vs. Kouts. 

Game 3: 21st Century‐Gary vs. Washington Town-

ship. 

Game 4: Covenant Christian (DeMotte) vs. Winner 

of Game 1. 

Game 5: Winner of Game 2 vs. Winner of Game 3. 

Championship: Winner of Game 4 vs. Winner of 

Game 5. 

 

 The tournament starts  with the sectionals 

beginning on Tuesday, February 5 through February 

9th, with the regionals on February 16th, semi state 

on February 23rd and the state finals in Terre Haute 

on March 2nd. 

19615 Us Highway 12 
New Buffalo, MI 

 
269-469-0140 

www.mocofloorsmore.com 
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Super Bowl Super Bowl Super Bowl 
Primer!Primer!Primer!   

   

   

 
Over the next several pages, we will bring  

you some amazing fun facts about the  
Super Bowl, so that you can amaze all of 
your friends at your party with your vast 
knowledge of America’s favorite game. 



 

Northwest Indiana Northwest Indiana Northwest Indiana    
Connections to the Connections to the Connections to the    

Super BowlSuper BowlSuper Bowl   
   

By Tom KulavikBy Tom KulavikBy Tom Kulavik   
Special to MAB Monthly Special to MAB Monthly Special to MAB Monthly    
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-Hank Stram (Gary Lew Wallace), Head Coach for 

Kansas City Chiefs, Super Bowl I (Lost to Packers) 

& IV (Won over the Vikings), Enshrined in Pro 

football Hall of Fame in 2003 

 

-Fredrick "Fuzzzy" Thurston (Valparaiso Univer-

sity) guard for Lombardi's Green Bay Packers in Su-

per Bowl I & II wins 

 

-Fred "The Hammer" Williamson, (Gary 

Froebel), Kansas City Chiefs lost Super Bowl I to 

the Packers 

 

-Oscar Lubke, (Michigan City Elston), offensive 

tackle was a 7th round draft pick of the New York 

Jets in 1968 out of Ball St., unfortunately he suffered 

a career ending concussion in training camp, the Jets 

went on to win Super Bowl III that season (Namath 



 

guaranteed victory over the Colts) 

 

-Mike Mc Gill (Hammond Bishop Noll), Vikings 

linebacker, lost Super Bowl IV to the Chiefs 

 

-Tom Nowatzke (Michigan City Elston), Baltimore 

Colts, Super Bowl V (Scored game tying TD that 

lead to Jim O'Brien's game winning walk off Feld 

Goal over Dallas) 

 

-Bob Kuechenberg (Hobart) Dolphins Super Bowl 

VI, (Lost to Dallas), Won Super Bowl VII & VIII 

(17-0 in 1972), spent season on injured reserve with 

Dolphins in the twilight of his playing career during 

Super Bowl XVII loss to Redskins 

 

-Dave Parry (Michigan City Rogers Athletic Direc-

tor) officiated as side judge in Super Bowl XVII 

(Redskins over Dolphins) 

 

-Eugene Wilson (Merrillville), New England, Super 

Bowl XXXVII & XXXIX champion 

-Michael Neal (Merrillville) Green Bay, Super Bowl 

XLV champion as a rookie (Injured Reserve) 

 

-John Parry (Michigan City Rogers) officiated as 

side judge in Super Bowl XLI Colts over Bears and 
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officiated as crew chief in 

Super Bowl XLVI Giants 

over Patriots 

 

-Steve Weatherford 

(Born in Crown Point), 

NY Giants Punter, Super 

Bowl XLVI 

 

-Irv Cross (Hammond 

Tech) Sideline Analyst 

for CBS Super Bowl 

Broadcasts 

 

- Tom Yohe (Crown 

Point) Former Crown 

Point QB 1984-85, Ex-

ecutive Producer on John 

Madden/Pat Summerall 

Super Bowl broadcasts  

From left to right: Mike McGill, Tom Nowatzke, Mike Neal 

Right: Bob Kuechenberg and Eugene Wilson 

 



 
championship game at the LA Memorial Coli-

seum. 

 

 The NFC leads the all time series 25-21 

 

 New Orleans has been the host city for the Super 

Bowl 10 times, tied with Miami with the most 

times hosting the game. 

 

 Don Shula holds the record 

with 6 Super Bowls coached, but 

Chuck Noll of the Steelers has 

the most Super Bowl coaching 

wins with 4. 

 

  Charles Haley won two Su-

per Bowls with the 49ers and 3 

with the Cowboys making him the player with the 

most Super Bowl wins. 

 

 Matt Millen won a Super Bowl as a plaer with 3 

different teams: The Raider, 49ers, and Redskins. 

 

 Dan Reeves participated in 2 Super Bowls as a 

player, 2 as an assistant coach, and 4 as a head 

coach. 

 

 This Super Bowl is the first where neither starting 

quarterback has been chosen for at least one Pro 

Bowl. 
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Super Bowl TriviaSuper Bowl TriviaSuper Bowl Trivia   
   

MAB Monthly Staff ReportMAB Monthly Staff ReportMAB Monthly Staff Report   

 Most Appearances: 

 Steelers 8 

 Cowboys 8 

 Patriots 7 

 Broncos 6 

 49ers  6 

 

 The 49ers are the only team to be undefeated com-

ing into this matchup. 

 

 The Lions, Browns, Jaguars, 

and Texans are the only teams 

who have not played in a Su-

per Bowl 

 

 The 49ers wone Super Bowls 

in 1982, 1985, 1989, 1990. 

and 1995 

 

 The Ravens won the Super Bowl in 2001 

 

 The largest attendance for a Super Bowl was in 

1980 (Super Bowl XIV) when the Steelers played 

the Rams at the Rose Bowl. There were 103, 985 

fans in attendance. The Steelers won that game 31-

19. 

 

 The worst attended Super Bowl was in 1967 

(Super Bowl I) when the Packers beat the Chiefs 

35-10. There were 61,946 on hand for that first 

 

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 

http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/  
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Dance:  

Sport or Just an Art? 
By: Trisha Madura, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 

According to dictionary.com, the word sport is clearly 

defined as “an athletic activity requiring skill or physical 

prowess and often of a competitive nature.”  In some eyes, 

sports are stereotyped by gender or by the apparent diffi-

culty of the activity.  So to some, dance is not as challenging 

or does not require as much strength as well-known sports, 

such as football, basketball, baseball, or soccer.  But what is 

dance really: a sport or an art? 
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Indiana, eagerly proclaimed that dance was a 

sport to him as well.  Many well-known cho-

reographers and instructors are now seem-

ingly males; Some including Ade Obayomi, 

Roman Vasquez, Marko Germar, David 

Moore, Adrian Lee, and Kent Boyd, who are 

all faculty and assistants for the Hollywood 

Vibe Dance tour.   

I recently asked sev-

enty-five people, with a mix-

ture of genders, sports, and 

ages, if dance is a sport or 

not to them.  Eighty-eight 

percent responded that it 

was, indeed, a sport.  An-

swers ranged from “100%, 

yes, it is a sport” to “I guess 

it can be considered one.”  

However, 9.3% disagreed 

with the above responses.  

When asking the reasons for 

their opposing answers, frequent responses 

included that it “just seemed more of an art” 

to them.  In addition, less than three percent 

of participants answered that they were un-

sure; they debated the balance between being 

a sport and an art, depending on which style 

of dance was being portrayed. 

Surprisingly, twenty of the twenty-five 

males surveyed said that they believed dance 

was considered a sport.  Furthermore, forty- 

six females also considered dance a sport, 

leaving only two that disagreed.  The two 

participants who stated they were unsure of 

whether or not dance was a sport were fe-

males, as well.  Stereotypically, men were 

thought to believe that dance was only a 

hobby, but in reality, many view dance as 

any other “typical” sport. 

With the rise of dancing in society to-

day, a significant number of males are now 

participating in this activity.  Evan Boersma, 

dancer of United Dance Arts in Valparaiso, 

88% of all people surveyed called dance a sport, 

 9.3% said that it was not, and less than 3% were unsure 
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As a new addition to schools, many 

more colleges and universities are now offer-

ing dance teams; more importantly, a numer-

ous amount of schools are starting to con-

sider their dance program as a Varsity sport.  

St. Ambrose University of Davenport, Iowa, 

offers both Junior Varsity and Varsity teams 

as a part of their sports program.  In addition, 

an abundant amount of teams offer scholar-

ship opportunities to potential dancers just 

like any other college sport.  Many schools 

in the NAIA division seem to offer the larg-

est quantities for dance scholarship openings.   

Besides being a part of many different 

dance teams, many careers are now bloom-

ing for these aspiring athletes.  According to 

the United States Department of Labor in 

2010, over 25,500 jobs are now available in 

the dance world for dancers and choreogra-



phers.  A prediction of an increase of 4,600 

jobs for dancers has been made by the year 

2020.  The dance world is now sprouting 

brighter than ever and will continue to grow, 

due to more positive views that outsiders 

have had on dancers recently.   

As a new upbringing in social media, 

dance shows have been frequently seen on 

television lately.  Some new shows range 

from the popular Lifetime series Dance 

Moms, to the long-standing shows, including 

America’s Best Dance Crew, So You Think 

You Can Dance?, and Dancing With the 

Stars.  Although these shows portray their 

differences, they all show one common 
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Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com 

http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/  

theme: the competition of dancing between 

them.  Whether competing for an overall 

prize or for first place at a competition, each 

dancer fights for their life on the dance floor, 

like any other athlete should do. 

Now coming from a dancer’s perspec-

tive, I have always viewed dance as equiva-

lent any other sport.  From the hours taken in 

dance classes to the dedication of weekend 

rehearsals, dancers commit to just as many or 

even more hours than any other recognized 

sport.  Technique classes are taken to en-

hance the skills needed to be performed in 

rehearsal pieces.  Practices require 

“cleaning” each step for each dancer, the 



repetition of performing skills to boost en-

durance, and giving one hundred percent so 

the passion is fully presented. 

For studio dancers, competition season 

starts normally February or March, leaving 

many months to perfect beforehand.  As for 

my company team, we attend four regional 

competitions and one national competition 

that is equivalent to any travel baseball or an 

AAU basketball team.  These competitions 

give us the opportunity to compete against a 

wide variety of talented dancers nationwide.  

Having the chance to view great talent can 

motivate dancers to improve, just like any 

other athletes. 

Dancers need the technique, such as 

jumps, leaps, and turns, to survive in the in-

dustry today.  The endurance that just one 
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dance takes is just the amount that any volley-

ball match, baseball game, or basketball game 

could take for a fellow athlete!  The time, 

sweat, and tears dancers go through are tre-

mendous, but this force goes sometimes unno-

ticed, until considered a sport itself. 

To put in briefly, dance is clearly de-

fined by “moving one's feet or body, or both, 

rhythmically in a pattern of steps, especially to 

the accompaniment of music.”  Forgetting 

gender assumptions, dance can keep up with 

any other sport on the market, in terms of diffi-

culty.  As any sport requires movement, agility, 

and technique, dance requires an additional 

passion accompanying it.  With its “physical 

prowess,” dance can now be defined as more 

than just an art. 
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Should the Should the Should the    
NCAA Pay NCAA Pay NCAA Pay 
Players?Players?Players?   

Editorial By: Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer Editorial By: Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer Editorial By: Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer    
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 Ok. If you have been reading for 

awhile know, I do occasionally write an 

opinion piece from time to time in MAB 

Monthly. Never one short for opinions, I rel-

ish the opportunity to make my thoughts on a 

debate known and encourage discussion, and 

even disagreement with a topic. That said, 

this is my opinion, not necessarily those of 

MAB, blah, blah, blah. 

 Now that that is out of the way, the 

topic at hand: Should the NCAA pay play-

ers? The answer is simple; yes. They should 

have been doing it awhile ago. It seems like 

the NCAA is heading in that direction, in fact 

there was quite a bit of discussion surround-

ing this topic in the time leading up to the 

football national championship game. Both 

Brian Kelly of Notre Dame and Nick Saban 

of Alabama were quoted as saying that it was 

not a question anymore of if, but when. 

 That of course, set off scores of re-

sponses on both sides of the debate. Those 

who oppose college players getting money 

for playing argue that it would hurt the purity 

of the game. They also say that players are 

already getting scholarships and that should 

be enough. Maybe it does, maybe it should 

be, but it’s not. 

 Consider this. The NCAA is a billion 

dollar BUISNESS. Universities make mil-

lions on their sports programs through ticket 

sales, the sale of concessions, TV and radio 

deals, themed gear, etc. Let’s be honest with 

ourselves for a moment. How many Indiana, 

Purdue, or Notre Dame T-shirts would be 

sold if not for the sports teams? Some I 

would imagine, but it would be a fraction of 

what there is now. 

 Not only that, but the sports programs 

are, for all intents and purposes, the chief 

marketing arm of the Universities, attracting 

even non-athletes to the campuses as stu-

dents. Obviously academics is a draw too, 

but I don’t know how many people growing 



up dreamed of going to one school or another 

because of the athletic teams. It all translates 

to money, and why should the student-athletes 

who are making the money get a piece of it. 

 Another reason to implement this policy 

is that it helps to keep away from sanctions for 

schools. Take Ohio State for example, They 

self-imposed penalties because some players 

were given free tattoos. It’s just an example, 

there are more like it. A player can’t get help 

from anyone for free. Consider this however. A 

student-athlete needs to go to class, study, 

practice, condition, etc and, even if they were 

able to get a part time job would not have 

time. Many families don’t have the money to 

send them for the extras that many college stu-

dents get because they can work outside of 

school. I suppose this is really two arguments 

in one. The first is that student-athletes may be 

less tempted in those situations, the second is 

that since they can’t have a job, they need 

some income from somewhere. 

 This is a counter-argument to the 

“scholarship is enough” argument as well. 

True, athletes, many of them (not all) get a 
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scholarship. Most of the time it’s a full schol-

arship, but often it’s not. There are scholar-

ships for other things too: academics, finan-

cial need, etc. Yet THOSE students can go 

get a part time job or God forbid they go to a 

local business and they give them a free 

sandwich, t-shirt, tattoo, or  whatever they 

can do that without fear of retribution. They 

don’t fear getting their school in trouble or 

sanctions against the physics or math depart-

ment.  

 Finally, the move might keep students 

in school longer and actually improve the 

quality of the college game and in the case of 

football and basketball especially, the pro 

game. Without a serious need to leave school 

early athletes may stay around longer, get 

better and actually get an education. 

 This is not to say that they should get 

paid like professional athletes, but enough to 

help cover some additional expenses and a 

little extra. The NCAA, of course, would 

have to set a specific amount to keep school 

A from offering more money than school B, 

but if they get this right, it can be done. 
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42 

By Rich Sapper, MAB Monthly Staff Writer 



 “A life is not 

important except in 

the impact it has on 

others.” These 

words are forever 

immortalized on the 

grave marker of the 

man who said them. 

This man certainly 

had a great impact 

on not only the 

sport he played, but 

in the lives of indi-

viduals in other 

sports and in society 

as a whole. 
 That man, is of course, Jackie Robinson. 

The man who 66 years ago this next April 

15th, broke the color barrier in baseball and 

who is the only player in any sport to have his 

number retired by every team in  baseball. His 

story is well known and is remembered annu-

ally for the past several years with every 

player wearing number 45 in his honor once a 

year. 

 What, you may ask, has me thinking of 

Robinson and is impact on a cold January 

night. Well, several things actually, as I write 

this on the eve of what would have been Rob-

inson’s 94th birthday. Spring training is right 

around the corner, and let’s be honest, baseball 

is great any time of the year. The real reason 

for writing this though is the idea of what he 

was, and what he did that ultimately helped to 
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change the dynamics of racial relations in the 

United States. 

 Robinson, as many know was born in 

Cairo, Georgia. He played several sports in 

high school including (of course) baseball, 

football, basketball, track and tennis. He  

may not have ever recognized the depth of 

his talent without the encouragement of his 

older brothers, one of whom was a silver 

medal winning  broad jumper in the 1936 

Olympics. Robinson went on to  play four 

sports at Pasadena Junior College and then 

transferred to UCLA, where he also played 

four sports.  

 After leaving college, he played semi-

pro football in Hawaii and California for 

awhile. If not for the attack on Pearl Harbor 

and it’s leading to America’s involvement in 

Robinson after being called up by the Dodgers 

 



World War II, Robinson may have never 

played baseball again. The attack, unfortu-

nately, did happen and led  the future Hall of 

Famer to military service. 

 After leaving the military, Rob-

inson still did not find his way to base-

ball. He instead moved to Texas to be-

come the athletic director and basket-

ball coach at Sam Huston College.  

 Finally, in 1945 at the age of 26, 

the Kansas City Monarchs of the Ne-

gro Leagues offered him a contract to 

play shortstop. He performed well in 

his only season in the Negro Leagues 

as MLB teams were starting to take a 

look at black players. After failed try-

outs with the  Red Sox, he was inter-
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viewed for three hours before being signed by 

Branch Rickey and the Brooklyn Dodgers. 

Robinson spent the 1946 season with the 

Dodgers minor league affiliate in Montreal, 

Robinson as a Dodger and as a broadcaster on ABC 
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the Royals. 

 When he was called up in 1947, it was 

not without its controversy. The  racial divide 

was one that most kids would no longer recog-

nize and the average fan who was not born yet 

would not be accustomed to.  

 Again, though, as good as a player as 

Robinson was, this is more about the impact 

he had on others. While many would say that 

Robinson was not the best player in the Negro 

Leagues, he was the right man to break that 

color barrier. He had the character and  tenac-

ity to endure the  racist rants and taunts that he 

will endure by fans, teammates, opposing 

players, and the general public. He endured 

not only the taunts, but death threats which, 

ironically, increased as he preformed better. 

And endure it he did.  

 But it was that character that opened the 

door to other black players. Larry Doby was 

the first Africa-American player in the Ameri-

can League, signing with the Indians later in 

the 1947 season. Robinson and Doby, in fact, 

reportedly leaned upon one another talking to 

each other about their experiences and gaining 

strength from one another. And of course, 

countless other players came afterward.  

 The acceptance of Robinson can long 

and hard, but to the rabid Dodger fan base and 

some baseball fans in general, it was easier to 

adjust to with his play on the field. In his ca-

reer, Robinson was a  career .311 hitter, stole 
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197 bases, hit 137 home runs, and had over 

1,500 hits. Robinson was also a standout de-

fensive player. He was a major piece of the 

Dodgers in 1955, was the league MVP in 

1949, was a six time all-star, and was the 

rookie of the year in 1947.  

 After his retirement, Robinson broke 

the color barrier in several other areas, be-

coming the first African American  to be  a 

broadcaster for MLB games, the first to be 

elected  to the Baseball Hall of Fame (and on 

the first ballot), the first Vice President of a 

large US corporation (Chock Full O’ Nuts 

coffee), and the list goes on.  
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 Robinson also was active in politics 

supporting both Republicans and Democrats in 

Presidential races and  considered politics a 

large part of his life. He was actually on the 

national campaign for the failed candidacy of 

Left to right: Robinson’s baseball card  and the epitaph on his tombstone 

 



Nelson Rockefeller for the Republican nomi-

nation for President that eventually went to 

Barry Goldwater instead.  

 While his involvement in that particular 

campaign failed, he was a success in just about 

every other area of his life. There is no doubt 

that the courage that he had to be first, to quite 

frankly see how fans and players would react 

to him being in the league and the courage to 

do everything else that he did in his life en-

couraged others to try to attain the highest lev-

els on competition and aspire to their dreams. 

He softened the hearts of many people in this 

country and even in the international commu-

nity to improve race relations. 

 If Robinson hadn’t been first, could it or 

likely would it have been someone else? I’m 

sure that it probably would. But sometimes it 
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just takes the right person at the right time in 

history to change the world. True, baseball is 

just a game, but what Robinson was able to 

accomplish on the diamond certainly 

changed the world forever. Without a doubt 

he lived up to his own definition of a life, his 

life, being important. If he does not live up to 

it, it is hard to imagine who else would.  
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 There is often de-

bate about what makes a 

player worthy of the Hall 

of Fame for a sport. This 

past year, the baseball 

writers determined that no 

candidates were worthy. 

Last year only Barry 

Larkin was elected, and 

Ron Santo was chosen by 

the veterans committee. 

 Some might say that 

it means that the player 

was dominant at their po-

sition in their era. Others 

say that the player should 

be “untainted” with no al-

legations of performance 

enhancing drugs, gam-

bling, etc. Others don’t 

consider that a problem. 

Others feel like no one 

should enter, other think 

everyone that was a good 

Every member of the 

1992 US Olympic Dream 

Team is in the Basket-

ball Hall of Fame as an 

individual, except for 

Christian Laettner. 

Laettner has been in-

ducted as a member of 

the team. 

 

The first Baseball Hall 

of Famers were inducted 

in 1936. This group in-

cluded Ty Cobb, Walter 

Johnson, Christy 

Mathewson, Babe Ruth, 

and Honus Wagner. 

Ruth had only been re-

tired 1 year at the time 

of his induction. 
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MAB Monthly Staff Report Did you Know? 

player should. Some con-

sider championships a key 

factor while others consider 

simply individual accom-

plishments. 

 What then is the crite-

ria for entering each sports 

respective Hall of Fame? In 

a subjective would, as much 

as we would like to be ob-

jective, the process is, in 

fact, a matter of opinion of 

the voters. Right or wrong 

that seems to be the prevail-

ing factor. Of course, it’s 

not much fun on a hall of 

fame weekend if no one is 

inducted. 

 Perhaps this debate 

will never be settled. The 

debate itself though remains 

a constant and may never 

be agreed upon.  
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