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MAB ONLINE MAGAZINE
Here we go, part 2 of our basketball
preview. Of course, the boys version is a bit
odd since several teams are a game or two
into the season already, but close enough. It
is still very early and we should have some
great hoops in the region again. The biggest
question is how the elimination of the double round robin in the Duneland will effect
the teams. At very least, they will see more
state wide competition.
Of course, it’s not all basketball. In
case you missed it, Andrean won a state
championship in football, and we cover that
as well as delivering the IHSAA’s recaps of
the other 5 classes. Trisha Madura talks
about being thankful for what you have in
sports and much more!
As always we hope you enjoy this issue, please let us know what questions or
suggestions you may have.
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“You’ve got that Hungry Feelin!”
Now Serving Chefs Choice

Chef’s Choice
Lunch Buffet
Mon-Fri

11-2

211 South East St., Crown Point, IN

663-6551
DINE-IN * CARRY OUT * DELIVERY

Every day, the Lunch Buffet
includes: Pizza, Salads, Anti-pasta
Salads, Soups and all the Fixens!
Daily Specials are as follows:
Monday……………….Baked Chicken
Tuesday…………………………Tacos
Wednesday………….Variety of Pastas
Thursday…………………….Sausage
Friday……………………………Fish

www.carriagecourtpizza.com
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ATHLETES OF
THE MONTH
Written and Compiled by Andy Wielgus MAB Staff Writer

Andrean
Football
Andrean
The Andrean 59ers for winning
their first football state championship since 2004 and second
overall with a 35-27 win over Brebeuf.

EC Central
Football

Northwest
Indiana
Football
Four teams
from Northwest
Indiana and the
surrounding area have advanced to
the Football Semistate. And they
are Winamac in 1A, Rensselaer in
2A, Andrean in 3A, and EC Central
in 4A.

Lake Central Football
Lake Central

East Chicago

East Chicago Central won its first
ever 4A Football Sectional Championship 46-44 over Gary West Side.

The Lake Central Defense led by
Purdue bound Gelen Robinson and
Alec Olund shut down Merrillville
31-0 to win it's first sectional since
1999. The Indians have not allowed
a TD in the 6A Sectional holding
Crown Point to 2 field
goals.Also,Olund had an interception return for a TD as well.

CLEARLY DIFFERENT

Triple Crown All Stars Academy offering:
* Professional Pitching and Hitting Instructors
* Pitching, Hitting, Fielding, and Throwing instruction
* Batting Cage and Pitching Mound Rentals
* Great Membership Packages
* New Fully Turfed Facility Rental for Team Practices
* 2 Buildings. 1 Team Facility and 1 Insturctional Facility
* Professional Strength and Conditioning, Speed and Agility Training

Instructional Facility

Includes Year Round:
* Professional Pitching Lessons
* Professional Hitting Lessons
* Professional Baseball Lessons
* Professional Softball Lessons
* Batting Cage Rentals
* Pitching Mound Rentals

Team Practice Facility

Includes Year Round:
* A Fully New Astro-Turfed building
for Team Practice
* 2 Batting Cages with Screens
* 2 Batter's Box Mats
* Sliding Mats
* Waffle Bases
* Jugs Machine with Balls

2208 U.S. 41
Schererville, IN 46375
Phone: 219-864-0711
www.triplecrownallstars.com
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Duneland Conference Preview

By Rich Sapper MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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Chesterton had some
changes this offseason.
One star transferred
south to Guerin Catholic and there was word
that another one or two may transfer
as well. As the dust settled for Tom
Peller and his Trojans, only Matt
Holba left Chesterton and the rest of
the cast returns. That cast is very talented led by junior Chris Palambizio
who averaged around 12 and a half
points a game last year. Joining him
in the starting lineup will be seniors
Cole Teal (who was also the QB for
the Trojans of the football dield this
season) and Corey Rusbolt. Another
mainstay in the starting lineup will
be Jake Wasielewski who has big shoes to
fill, taking the place of Matt
Holba. Things started off well
this season for the Trojans who
beat Mishawaka 44-26 to open
the season.
Crown Point didn’t have the season that
they wanted last year. Despite having a talented roster, the Bulldogs finished 5-16 in
what proved to be Clint Swan’s second lowest win total of his coaching career. Senior
Bret Barclay and his 6’5” frame will be a
force around the basket. Juniors Nick Jeffirs,
Josh Berquist and Noah Burkholder are expected to make huge contributions to the
team as well. In his first year as a varsity
starter, Blake Bonin will assume the point
guard role. Bonin will have to be a coach on
the floor and has plenty of coaching pedigree
in his blood with his father Leo having been
a long time assistant and his grandfather, hall
of fame former Merrillville coach Jim East.
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Crown Point’s always active student section

The Bulldogs split the first two games of this
season beating Andrean and falling to Munster.
Many would say that Lake Central is the cream of the crop in
boys basketball in the region, and
they may not be far off. Head
Coach Dave Milausnic’s squad is
led by F-C Tyler Wideman who is headed to
Butler next season. Wideman has proven to
be one of the top all around athletes in the
area and averaged around 15 points and 8.5
boards last season for the Indians. Seniors
Tye Wilburn, and Corey Dickelman as well
as Junior Joe Bannister also return to the
starting lineup this year. Senior Tyler Ross
also returns to the starting lineup after sitting
out last season with a knee injury. If the early
season wins against Andrean (79-37) and
Hammond (75-44) are any indication, things
should go well for the Indians this season.
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LaPorte’s football team
was very young this year,
and was led by sophomores
in many cases. The basketball team has just the opposite makeup with half of the roster consisting
of seniors. The Slicers will be led by the inside—outside combination of G Josh Fleming and C Gage Lott, a pair of 15 ppg scorers
from last season. They will be joined by seniors Blake Arnett in the back court and a
front line of forwards Miles Browder and
Matt Otwinowski for head coach Tom Wells.
This season, with the end of the double round robin, LaPorte has been able to add
three South Bend schools: Riley, Clay and
Washington to open the season as well as a
full slate of non-conference opponents before
DAC play begins in January.
Merrillville had a great season last year, fighting all
the way to the semi-state.
Unfortunately for head
coach TJ Lux and the Pirates, the only returning
difference maker from that squad is sophomore G DJ Wilkins who had came off of the
bench last year. That is not to say that Wilkins cannot lead a team—he was the quarterback for a Pirate football team who went 9-2
this past year. The Pirates will have to rely
on their athleticism and shooting ability this
season as they may struggle in the paint
against teams with taller post players.
Wilkins will be joined by Seniors
Michaud Cherry and James Wright as well as
Junior Fard Muhammad all of whom are
poised for breakout years. They will get
plenty of practice with opponents from
throughout the state on the schedule.
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Michigan City. If Tyler
Wideman from Lake Central isn’t the best player in
the DAC, then it’s KeenanSimmons. There is no
doubt that Southern Illinois—Edwardsville
recruit is a powerhouse for head Coach John
Boyd and the Wolves. After all, he averaged
a double double last year. The Wolves will

19615 Us Highway 12
New Buffalo, MI
269-469-0140
www.mocofloorsmore.com
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also rely on the experience of senior F
Donnie Wilson and Junior Brad Pawloski.,
Several newcomers will play key roles, but
look especially for freshman Jaronde Boyd
who worked his way into the starting lineup.
Portage has not has a winning
season since most of the varsity
squad was in 1st grade. Last
year, they made a great run at it,
finishing 10-13, but still falling
short of a season above 500. If
there is a year to get there though, this may
be it. While they did finish 10-13, the Indians
were 7—3 against non-conference opponents
last year and there will be more nonconference games on the schedule this season since the double round robin has ended.
If they are going to get there, Coach
Snodgrass and the Indians will have to do so
without t Jordan Simpson who transferred to
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South Bend Adams. Junior Jordan Collazo is
the leading returning scorer with just over 11
ppg.
Valpo is starting over in many
ways this season. They graduated all five starters from last
year’s 18-5 team and have a
new head coach in Matt Thomas. With new starters and a
new coach it would seem that
the Vikings would struggle this season, but
they have some experience back. One of
those expected leaders is long range sharpshooter Justin Osburn who scored a 7.3 ppg
off of the bench last year. They also will
have a height advantage over many players
in the rest of the conference with 6-7 C Conner TenHove who should get the starting nod
despite playing primarily JV last year.
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Greater Southshore Conference Preview

By Rich Sapper MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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Marquette Plays Bishop Noll in last years Greater Southshore Conference Tournament

The Calumet Warriors won
2 games in the 2011-2012
season and increased to 6
wins in 2012-2013. This year
third year coach Matt Justin
would like to build on the
hard work that his team has been putting in,
by adding to that win total yet. Anthony Harris is the leading returnee in the scoring column with 10 points and 5 rebounds a game,
but what may be even more impressive with
the senior leadership on this squad starting
with 6’9” center Josh Borst . Borst can create
matchup problems for much of the other
teams in the conference and their smaller
front line players.

Edison went 9-12 last year
in head coach Bob Burke’s
first year with the program.
That wasn’t bad considering that much of the previous year’s squad graduated.
This season, a junior laden lineup returns
with another year and a summer under their
belts. Brian Patterson is a legitimate scorer
who led the team with 15.6 ppg as a sophomore. Mark Novakovich, Ben Neals,
Dwayne Haden and Kyle Gooch will be solid
contributors as well who look to get the Eagles back into the win column more often
than not this season. They openth season on
December 7 against North Newton.
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Hanover Central makes it’s
Greater Southshore Conference debut and head coach
Bryon Clouse returns to the
conference where he had so
much success as the former Edison head
coach. That said, there may not have been a
worse season for the Wildcats to enter the
GSSC. The leading returning score, Luke Pederson averaged less than 2 points a game,
and only one senior, guard Alex Calvin returns to the team. Both players are expected
to start this season along with PG Bobby
McClellend and a pair of sophomores: G
Payton Smith and F Trenton Fanta.
The season started off slow with a 6922 loss to Lowell before beginning GSSC
play.
Marquette had a tremendous
season in 2012-2013, amassing
an 18-5 record before falling to
a very talented Triton team in
the sectional final. This year,
head coach Donovan Garletts returns his entire starting lineup which includes Providence bound G/F Ryan Fazekas, a 6’8”
shooter. Fazekas led the team in both scoring
and rebounding last season. G Nathan Flores,
PG Richie Mitchell, G Braxton Miller, and F

Marquette G/F Ryan Fazekas is committed
to play at Providence

JoVonte Peals round out a very talented starting lineup.
The Blazers have already played 3
games this season with losses to two Illinois
schools (Rockridge and Peoria Manual) and
a conference win against North Newton.
Bishop Noll lost in the sectional
championship to Bowman last
season as they began their journey to a state championship.
The good news for the Warriors
is that due to the IHSAA’s so called
“tradition factor,” the Eagles will not be in
their way this year after moving up to 3A.
Beyond that, the Warriors and new head

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com
http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/
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coach Joshua Belluomini has one of the best
players in the state in Larry Crisler who averaged nearly 20 ppg last year and is bound for
Indiana University to play baseball next year,
Also returning are a senior laden staring
lineup that will see G/F Tyreon Gates, G
Marquis Tarver, and F Jaylen Hord and Junior James Nabors III to battle alongside
Crisler.
To say that North Newton has
struggled is an understatement.
They did not win a game last
season until mid-February,
beating West Central and then
won the “civil war” against
South Newton. Other than that, it was a difficult go of things for heard coach Tim Feddeler and the Spartans. This year started off
much the same with a loss to a very good
Marquette squad.
Despite all of this, thing are looking
up for North Newton. Wade Scheurich led
the team last season with over 11 ppg and is
expected to lead the team once again this
year.
River Forest is one of those
teams that seems like it may be
on the verge of something special. They return plenty of experience with seniors Brandon
Laas, Tyler Thompson and Lyrelle King.
Many of their losses have been in very close

Follow us on
Twitter @mabsports

games. That means that Coach Jason Quigg’s
Ingots can keep up with just about anyone,
they just need to finish. Well, finish is exactly what they hope to do with their five
guard lineup. The difficulty for the Ingots
will be with post play and matchups in the
block, especially with teams like Calumet
and Marquette among others who have some
height down low, since River Forest only has
one player over 6 feet tall, and he is coming
off of the bench.
Wheeler has been one of the
stronger teams in the conference the past several years
with winning seasons every
year since 2001-2002. Tom Johnson’s squad
should be competitive again this year, but
they will be very young with only two sen-
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iors expected to get serious varsity minutes,
and only one, F James Miller, in the starting
line-up. To add insult to injury, Junior G
Austin Griner is expected to miss most of
December with a wrist injury. Luckily, there
is a very talented underclass who is expected
to contribute right away and will spell success in the future.
Whiting struggled to a
2-19 mark last season.
This year though, they
have already matched
that total under new
head coach Tim Hopps
winning against Hammond Tech and Clark.
The team features several seniors; G Matt
Ramirez, G Matt Dvorscak, G Adam Cuculich and G Jeremy Massoels, although only
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Cuculich and F Brett Gibbons are expected
to see significant time as starters.
Several underclassmen will be counted
on to contribute right away and will be a key
to the Oilers success this season.
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“You’ve got that Hungry Feelin!”
Now Serving Chefs Choice

Chef’s Choice
Lunch Buffet
Mon-Fri

11-2

211 South East St., Crown Point, IN

663-6551
DINE-IN * CARRY OUT * DELIVERY

Every day, the Lunch Buffet
includes: Pizza, Salads, Anti-pasta
Salads, Soups and all the Fixens!
Daily Specials are as follows:
Monday……………….Baked Chicken
Tuesday…………………………Tacos
Wednesday………….Variety of Pastas
Thursday…………………….Sausage
Friday……………………………Fish

www.carriagecourtpizza.com
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Great Lakes Conference, Gary and
East Chicago Preview

By Andy Wielgus MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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East Chicago Central has started
the season with a 87-72 victory
over Michigan City. The Cardinals
under Abe Brown went 10-11 a
year ago and he is 85-46 in his
seventh season at EC. The Cardinals were knocked out of the tournament by
Munster 55-45 last year. This year EC will be
led by their D1 recruit 6’1 Jr. Hyron Edwards
{15.6ppg.] at the Pt. Guard spot and 6’4
Sr.Tre’Quan Burnett. Who is a star off the
Semistate football team along with 6’0 Sr.
Martayveus Carter. 6’4 Damien Jefferson is
one of the top Soph. players in the State. Other
Cardinal standouts include Bowman transfers
6’4 Sr. Joachim Smith, 6’4 Sr. Jalen
Blackmon, and 5’8 Sr. Nehemiah Daniels.
Transfers from Virginia and Pennsylvania are
on the roster also in 6’5 Sr. Ricky Readus and
6’5 Jr. Frederick Scott. Rounding out the Cardinals roster are 5’9 Sr. Barron White and 6’1
Jr. Keithan Cleveland. EC Central has a proud
tradition and a state championship under Pete
Trgovich and E’twaun Moore playing for the
Orlando Magic. The Cards would like to copy
the success of the football team for the community.
Bowman under Head Coach
Marvin Rea won their second
state title over the Linton Stockton Miners 86-73 in 2A.Rea is 97
-41 overall at Bowman. Rea is the
only coach in Calumet Region History to have
won 2 state titles and the Eagles are moving up
to 3A. The Wingnasium will be full of talent
this year and Lake Central and Chesterton
have been added to the schedule. The Eagles
only lost two players to graduation in Pipken
and Jackson and they return two dynamic D1
Talents to the Frontcourt in 6’4 Jr. Davon Dil-
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lard[16ppg] and 6’7 Sr. Justin King
[14ppg.].6’3 Sr. guard Arthur Haggard
[13ppg] will lead the backcourt along with
6’0 Sr. Darrion Riddle, 6’1 Sr. Anthony Cole,
5’9 Sr. Austin Daniels, 6’1 Soph. Akil
McClain, and 5’9 Noll Soph. Transfer Martin
Schiele. 6’1 Sr. Tashaun Lenear will compete
for backcourt playing time along with 6’3
Soph. Montrell Barfield. Additional help up
Front will come from 6’2 Sr. Deshawn
Franklin, 6’3 Sr. Raynard Perry, 6’7 Soph.
Avery Edwards, and 6’2 Sr. Xavier Staples.
The move to 3A should be no problem for
the Eagles as they will be a favorite right
away.
Lighthouse under Coach
Thomas Smith went 1112 and the Lions look to
improve this year as they
move up to 3A. The son
of the Coach Thomas
Smith Jr.[16.8ppg] returns along with super
rebounder 6’4 Sr. Don’Tayon Young. In addition, the Lions roster will be bolstered by
6’1 Jr. Alex Johnson[16ppg], 5’6 Jr. JaQuan
Robinson[11ppg], 6’4 Sr. Kris Strickland,
5’6 Jr. Treashan Sams[9ppg], 6’0 Sr. Jason
Riley, and 6’2 Sr. Justin Baker. Rounding out
the roster will be 6’1 Sr. Raymon Ramsey,
5’7 Sr. DeVonne Hathaway, 5’10 Sr. Jerontae
Bess, 6’0 Sr. Jonathan Hardaway, 6’1 Sr. Lamone Dixon, and 6’1 Sr. Rick Hathaway. A
big jump to 3A will be a real challenge for
the Lions.
Gary Roosevelt has a new
coach in former EC Central
standout and LC Ass’t. Marcus
Jefferson, who replaces Renaldo
Thomas. The Panthers went 2-
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16 in the first year under Edison Learning and
were knocked out of the tournament by Griffith 67-44. Two big men transferring in from
Bowman should help right away in 6’7 Sr.
Stacy Whitt and 6’8 Soph. Tevin Farris, to go
along with 6’5 Sr. Larry Hopkins, 6’3 Sr. LaParis Hodges, 6’3 Sr. LaDontaz Tolbert, and
6’7 Jr. Josh Falls. In the backcourt 5’10 Sr.
Alexander Buggs and 5’9 Jr. Daris Bates will
lead the way along with 5’9 Jr. Kentrell Lee,
5’8 Jr. Noah Whiteside, and 6’1 Sr. Jacob
Lipscomb. Roosevelt is a program with 2 state
championships before the class era.Ad the
Panthers would like to see a return to the era
of Roosevelt Athletic excellence.
Gary Lew Wallace under Head
Coach Melvin Yancey were Sectional Champs and they went 14
-8 last year. This is before being
knocked out of the Regional by
Andrean 71-56. The losses of Charles Cooper,
Devin Harris, and Trevon Biddle will be hard
to replace on offense especially. But the Hornets do have a strong backcourt again this year
in 5’9 Sr. Richard Wash, 6’1 Sr. Keontae
Bridges[15ppg], and 5’11 Jr. Jeremy
Dickerson. Also, helping in the backcourt will
be 5’9 Jr. Jiovanni Murphy, 5’10 Jr. LeAndre
May, 5’10 Sr. Jordan Johnson, 6’0 Sr. DaVonte
Haynes, and 6’1 Jr. Jarod Heath. Up front the

Law Office Of
Paul Barenie
(219) 864-0188
27 W. Joliet Street
Schererville, IN

Hornets will be led by 6’1 Sr. transfer from
Lighthouse - Aarion Green, 6’1 Sr. Richard
Long, 6’3 Sr. Richard Battle, 6’4 Soph. Chris
Porter, 6’1 Sr. Thomas Sallee, 6’3 Sr. George
Miller, and 6’3 Sr. Keon Viverette. The loss
of Charles Cooper will be tough but El Dubb
is going to be in the mix again in 3A.
Gary West Side under first year
Head Coach and longtime Ass’t.
Murray Richards went 12-8 last
year before bowing out to Munster
in the tournament 62-46. 6’0 Senior Arnold Wilson[18ppg] will lead the Cougars again this year along with 6’5 Sr. Jare
Glover[9ppg]. Other contributors this year in
the frontcourt will include 6’2 Jr. Marlon
Northern, 6’6 Jr. and Football Standout Christian Jacobs, 6’3 Jr. Ramone Atkins, 5’11 Sr.
Bobby Edawrds, 6’3 Sr. Football Standout
Lonnie Johnson, 6’3 Jr. Phazon Calhoun, and

SportsJuice.com is the
Internet’s leading broadcaster of Minor League, Collegiate and Amateur sports
Listen to SportsJuice.com
broadcasts online, on your
iPhone or Android
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6’3 Jr. Daronte Buggs. In the backcourt, Wilson will get help from 5’10 Tremaine
Grubbs, 6’0 Sr. Kevin Shuttles, 6’1 Sr. Justin
Mitchell, 6’0 Sr. Football Standout JonVea
Johnson, and 6’0 Jr. TuQuary Scott. The
Cougars would like to bring back the glory
of the State Championship year of Chris
Hunter and Brandon Cameron. The sectional
will be tough though with
Munster, LC, and EC.
Hammond Morton Governors under first year Head
Coach Kevin Dermody went
10-11 a year ago. The Govs
were knocked out of the tournament 70-36
by Lake Central. Morton returns two leaders
in 6’4 Sr. Rayan Elabed[17.9ppg] and 5’10
Devon Mingo[13ppg]. Other key performers
this year will include 6’4 Soph. Tayon Carter,
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6’0 Sr. Mark Snorton, 5’11 Sr. Darius Coty,
6’3 Jr. Jachi Covington, 6’1 Jr. Jarrett
Dickey, 5’10 Jr. Ed Collins, 5’9 Soph. Devin
Doby, 6’0 Sr. Bishop Moore, 6’0 Sr. Debron
Maclin, 5’8 Jr. Gabreial Bowman, 6’1 Jr.
Fontaine Harris, and 6’4 Sr. John Cope. Year
in and year out Morton is very athletic and
they would like it to transition to more wins
this year.
Hammond High under Larry
Moore Jr. went 11-11 last year
and were knocked out of the
tournament by Lew Wallace 78
-58. The wildcats lost 8 seniors
to graduation so they will not
be an experienced team this year. The backcourt will be led by 5’11 Sr.Kortrell Caston
[3ppg], 5’7 Jr. Antonio Poole, and 6’1 Jr.
Aaron Haggard. Two transfers will also help
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the roster in 5’11 Sr. Deshon Roberson from
Griffith and a 6’3 Jr. Deontra Crenshaw from
EC Central. The frontcourt will be led by 6’2
Sr. Garry Harris and 6’4 Fr. Caleb Coleman.
Other help in the frontcourt will come from
6’1 Sr. DeAnte Rias, 5’10 Sr. Anthony Fleming, 6’1 Sr. Malik Myles, and 6’4 Sr. Jonte
Anderson. In the backcourt the Cats will also
get help from 5’7 Jr. Darnell Culbreath and
5’9 Soph. Tim Echoles. The Cats hope to
bring back the glory days of Leroy Harwell
and George Green from the past.
Hammond Clark under Joe
Delgado has had modest success at Clark going 95-84 in
his tenure. And they hope to
make some noise in Hammond
this year led by 6’4 Sr. Khali Frith[7ppg.].
Other key leaders include 5’8 Sr. Beto
Morales and 5’10 Sr. Javontae Boston in the
Backcourt. Other help in the backcourt will
come from 5’8 Jr. Anthony DelValle, 5’8 Jr.
Roberto Garcia, 5’9 Jr. Lavonte Beans, 5’8
Jr. Rayshawn Rice, and 6’0 Soph. Eddie Rebeles.Frith will lead the Pioneer Frontcourt
along with 5’10 Sr. Jose Ceja, 5’11 Sr. Antonio Wilson, 6’1 Jr. Justin Martinez, and 6’1
Soph. Zach Bucsko. The Pioneers hope to be
ready for the postseason as they gain experience through the year.
Hammond Gavit went 12-11
under Head Coach Brandon
Ridenour and he is 43-68 in
Woodmar. The Glads will be
led in the Frontcourt by 6’1 Sr.
Kyle Landers, 6’6 Soph. Jeremy Irons, 5’9
Sr. Richard Morris- Rogers and 6’2 Soph.
Gerardo Rodriguez. In the backcourt,Coach
Ridenour will look to 6’2 Sr. Eric Sims, 6’1
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Jr. Casey Jackson, and 5’11 Soph Randy Ferguson to lead the way. Others that will contribute in the backcourt will include 5’4 Sr.
Andre Golden, 5’9 Jr. Demarco Howard, 5’6
Sr. Charles Burns, 5’9 Sr. John Freeman, and
5’4 Soph. Jarren Thomas. The Glads hope to
get close to the 12 win total of a year ago.
21st Century under their Head
Coach Rodney Williams had a
banner year winning a 1A Sectional. And they will be led by
5'10 Sr. Dantrell Hurt[12ppg.] and
leading rebounder 6'7 Sr. David Jernigan.
Other leaders include 5'9 Soph and Andrean
transfer Eugene German, 5'11 Sr. Arnez
Cathey, and 6'3 Sr. DeJuan Pinkin. Others
contributing to the Cougars depth include 5'7
Jr. Josigha Coleman, 5'5 Sr. Sharod Williams, 6'2 Jr. Chanton Booker, 6'5 Sr. Alec

Simply Better Storage
1.877.SCALE.59
scalecomputing.com
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Boose, 5'6 Jr. Joseph Harris, and 6'3 Sr. Michael Cunningham. The Cougars could have
another banner year in which they will open
there new gym.
Hammond Academy will
be under the leadership of
Mark LaCien this season.
Most of their schedule is
against other charter schools, but also plays
the likes of Lew Wallace, Whiting, Roosevelt, Rensselaer, Gavit and Calumet.
Charter School of the
Dunes will play it’s first season
in varsity competition this year.
The Trailblazers will be lead by
head coach Trevor Borom.

ROGER BROCK

219-670-0011

HAMMONDSPORTS.COM
COVERING HAMMOND INDIANA
SPORTS including
Morton
Hammond High
Gavit
Clark
Bishop Noll
Hammond Academy
BROCKROGER@YAHOO.COM

Join the Conversation on
our Message Board!
Talk about Football, Soccer,
Baseball, Softball, Track, Cross
Country, Volleyball, Wrestling,
Basketball, Boxing, MMA, Auto
Racing, & Recruiting. Post
scores and get news!
Just go to www.midamericabroadcasting.com , click
on message board and create a user name and log in
to join in the conversation and the fun!
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Northwest Crossroads Conference Preview

By Andy Wielgus MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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Demetrius Franklin, and 6’0 Sr. Matt Colomes. In the backcourt the Panthers will be
led by 6’1 Sr. Flint Powell[10ppg.], 6’1 Sr.
Rodney Lewis, 5’9 Jr. Frank Azoona, 5’11 Jr.
Lawrence Mosley, and 6’0 Soph. Anthony
Quintero. If the youth prospers Griffith could
be a factor in the NCC. Hayes was formerly
the coach at Lake Station Edison.
Andrean started the season
with losses to Lake Central
and Crown Point. And new
Coach Scott Hicko has a lot
that he will need to build on
this year. The Niners only real
experienced players are 5’11 Jr. Ben Davidson and 6’2 Jr. Nick Podkul. Transfer losses
and graduation have hurt the Niners this year.
Also getting playing time this year will be
5’10 Jr. Jordan Huttel, 6’3 Sr. Frank Podkul,
6’2 Jr. Matthew Anjorin, 5’11 Jr. Jon Kerby,
6’2 Jr. Charles Puntillo, 6’3 Jr. Jake
Rossman, 6’3 Jr. Bobby Polllitt,5’10 Jr. Bernard Davis, 6’7 Soph. Aiden Finnigan, and
5’11 Soph. Collin Flowers. The Niners could
be in rebuilding mode this year.
Griffith under Coach Gary
Hayes went 11-11 in his first
year. Two good athletes
graduated in Ben Parish and
Austin Brown. But the JH/
HS program is loaded with
young talent that is led by two of the best
Soph. players in the area in 6’5 twins Anthony[5ppg.] and Tremell Murphy[8ppg.].
The Murphy twins will be helped in the
frontcourt by 6’5 Sr. Chad Noldin, 6’2 Sr.
Erick Johnson, 6’2 Jr. Josh Terzarial, 6’2 Sr.

Highland under Head Coach
Jordan Heckard went 7-15 a
year ago. And the Trojans will
look to 6’4 Sr. Tommy Brankin
[9.1ppg.] to lead them this year
and he will get help in the backcourt from 6’2 Sr. Ty Perry, 5’9 Sr. Mark
Clouse, 5’9 Sr. Arthur James III, and 5’10 Sr.
Seth Hardy. In the frontcourt the Trojans will
be led by 6’4 Sr. Ben Wood, 6’0 Sr. Matt
Benninghoff, 6’1 Jr. Nathaniel Amon, 5’10
Sr. Addison Almeda, and 6’3 Sr. Demetrius
Abram. The Trojans would like to improve
on the 7 wins from a year ago.
Hobart under Head Coach
Mike Black play in a tough
DAC Sectional but do have a
chance at the upper tier in the
NCC. Andrean transfer Zach
Catlin is a 6’0 Soph. and a
flashy ballhandler and passer and this will
bolster the Brickie backcourt with 6’1 Soph
Josh Uhles, 6’1 Sr. Uriah Baimakovich, 6’0
Jr. Alec Parsanko, 5’11 Jr. Tyler Kenjic, and
6’1 Soph Jordan Chontos. Chontos is the
nephew of former major league baseball
player Larry Bigbie. In the frontcourt the
Bricks will be led by 6’2 Soph. Monte
White, 6’3 Jr. Juan Lamar III, 6’1 Soph.
Isaiah Gransberry, 5’10 Jr. Donny Parlock,
and 6’4 Jr. Shane Tomaga. 5’10 Sr. Josh
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Kelly will be a starter at the
guard spot as well for Coach
Black. The Bricks future looks
bright as there Soph group is
very deep.
Kankakee Valley’s new coach
is Nathan Vanduyne.They will
be led by 6’0 Sr.
Matt Myers and
6’2 Sr. Alonte Blackwell in the
frontcourt. Also helping the
frontline will be 6’6 Sr. Daniel
Hobart last Season in non-conference action
Maring, 6’3 Jr. Nick Craig, 6’1
Jr. Matt Kralik, and 6’2 Neil
Klingaman, The backcourt will be bolstered
Hook[24.8ppg.]. The Red Devils will also
by 6’1 Soph. Darrick Webster, 6’4 Jr. Dylan
get help in the frontcourt from 6’5 Sr. Eric
Caldwell, 6’0 Jr. Steve Ganzeveid, and 6’2
Zukauskas, 5’11 Sr. Jordan Harrison, 6’4 Jr.
Soph. Logan Abbring. The Boys and Girls
Jayson Savich, and 6’4 Sr. Aaron Hamm. In
Basketball team both hope to have a big year
the backcourt the Devils will be led by 6’4
and keep the Kougar Crazies going wild in
Wheatfield again this year.

Sapper’s Market and Greenhouses

Lowell started out the season
with a big win over Hanover
and Head Coach Nate Richie
has one of the best players in
the state in 6’5 Sr. Zach Van

Now Smoke
Free!
149 E Commercial Ave
Lowell, IN 46356
219-696-2270

1155 South Lake Park Ave, Hobart
219-942-4995
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Sr. Billy Barker, 5’8 Soph. Brandon Cory,
5’9 Sr. Joey Nowocin, 5’8 Sr. Delmer Fleming, 5’10 Sr. Austin Poortenga, and 5’10 Sr.
Quntin Oiler. This could be an Indiana AllStar year for Van Hook.

Law Office Of
Paul Barenie
(219) 864-0188

Munster opened the season
with a victory over Gavit and
Coach Hackett has another
club that will look to lead the
class in the NCC this year.
Key performers this year include 6’1 Sr.
Luke Wuchenich, 6’1 Sr. Drew Hackett, 6’1
Sr. Sam Toth, 6’4 Sr. Cody Grzybowski, 6’5
Sr. Pat McCarthy, and 5’9 Sr. Sam Herndon.
Contributing off the bench this year will be
5’10 Soph. Connor Manous, 6’5 Jr. Nikola
Mandic, 6’1 Jr. Mike Hayes, 6’3 Jr. Adam
Ostoich, 6’1 Jr. Kevin Schlotman, 6’1 Sr.
Austin Eiland, and 6’1 Soph. Luke Hackett.
Look for the M dome to be a tough place to
play
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Porter County Conference Preview

By Andy Wielgus MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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Boone Grove is coming off of a 149 season and a regional semifinal
appearance, but head coach Matt
McKay’s squad will be without a
half dozen players that were lost to
graduation. The Wolves return Jon Hogg who
put up a solid 11.5 ppg last season.
The season started off with a nonconference loss against Valpo, but the team
should be fine as they have one of the toughest
non-conference schedules in the area, playing
many Duneland teams.
Hebron will be young this season
with only one senior, F Tony Rose
on the roster for a team that was 911 last season. Coach Steinhilber
has had young teams before in his
career and has had success with them, and this
year’s squad aspires to that kind of success.
With another year of work under the belts of
this team and a talented Junior class that includes G Bryce Hanaway and 6’6” F Spencer
Sutherland should cause some matchup problems in conference, especially with soph C
Ryan Daniel (6’5” ) joining Sutherland down
low.
Hebron started the season off strong
with a win at Covenant Christian before falling to PCC opponent Kouts. The home
schedule opens on the 4th against Wheeler.
Kouts has always been a team to
watch out for in the PCC,. It seems
like even in year’s when the record

didn't reflect it. One thing that has changed
significantly is that Marty Gaff, who had
been the head coach for 3 decades, retired at
the end of the season last year, and Matt
Crawford took over the reigns (pun intended.)
In addition to losing their coach, Kouts
will be without the services of Andrew Birky
and Max Everaert who were a formidable 12 punch last year. That said, the cupboard is
not bare for Coach Crawford. He returns a
senior filled lineup led by 6’8” center Matt
Stewart. The Mustangs are already back to
their winning ways with a 20 point win over
West Central to open the season and a 13
point victory over Hebron.
LaCrosse has struggled. That is
not a value judgment, just fact.
The Tigers have not had a winning season since the seniors
were in 1st or 2nd grade, Head Coach Scot
Spoljaric has worked hard with his team in
the offseason, hoping to improve on the 3-17
record last season. The Tigers will have to
win with quickness and may struggle a bit in
the paint with one of the smallest lineups in
the conference.
The good news is that there is a mix of
Senior leadership and underclass talent on
the roster that should help the Tigers to continue to develop in the system and allow
them to have more success in the future.
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Morgan Township struggled
through a 6-16 season in 20122013 but put up a solid showing
in several games taking Boone
Grove to overtime before eventually falling to the Wolves and winning their
other two OT contests of the season. Head
Coach Eric Braden will rely heavily on his
son, JR G Chase Braden who scored a hair
over 15 points last season and a very young
team that features only two seniors.. Their
tallest player, sophomore F Jake Koselke still
has room to grow and had a breakout year as
a freshman. If the season opening win
against Knox is any indication, things may
be going in the right direction.
South Central played to a
3-17 mark last season and
is looking to return to the
glory days of Satellite basketball with a new head coach and a young
starting lineup. Head Coach Eric Branz will
build for the future with his young squad,
but don’t call this a rebuilding year as South
Central has several players who are poised
to take the reigns.
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be seeking revenge after the Ingots more
than doubled up the score last season.
Washington Township was 16
-7 last year and played for a sectional championship last year
before dropping the game to
21st Century Charter, The Senators proved
that they can be very competitive in the conference and the region and should be able to
continue that success with several lettermen
back on the roster.
Westville was a member of the
PCC until 1998 and 2013 marks
the return of the Blackhawks to
the conference. Head Coach
Rob Walker and the team will attempt to
make their mark in the return, led by SR G
Shawn Gerron. And SR F Collin Walker.

Check out Region Sports Desk’s
Shows, Highlight Videos and
Recruiting Videos on

The Satellites open the season on December 3rd against River Forest. They will

www.youtube.com/user/
jtjrmoney8
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Staying Thankful for
Sports in Your Life

By: Trisha Madura, MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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‘Tis the season for giving and loving, receiving and buying, for spending extra time with loved ones, and of course, being surrounded by an entirely full table of food. Just passing
the Thanksgiving holiday, I imagine everyone spent the day being thankful for the people in their life and the food they were
enjoying so heavily then. Then rolled around Black Friday: the
time where we shorten our Thanksgiving holiday to run around
in stores at crazy hours of the night just to finish all of our
Christmas shopping for the entire holiday in one night. And
with the holiday this past weekend, all of us college students
had the chance to journey home and catch up with people we
have seen only months ago.
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Catching up with my friends who
are now collegiate athletes as well was
very interesting. Everyone told their
stories about practice times, busy
schedules, injuries, new friends… and
the list could continue on forever.
Some, you could tell, really enjoyed
their new lifestyles in continuing on
their athletic career, while others, not

so much. What made me really curious
when catching up was, what could
make such a difference between the
levels of enjoyment in our careers?
With heavy practice hours, school
work and classes, and possibly employment opportunities on campus as well,
clearly student-athletes have to manage
time. But in the end, the sole way to

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com
http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/
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really love your sport is
to be thankful for being
given your talent in it. If
you don’t love playing,
how can you be able to
love the time you spend
training, practicing, and
wanting to be that much
better? Sometimes, new
athletes just need to take
time out of our lives to
be thankful for the opportunity to really be
playing in college, for the
scholarships we have
been given to pay for tuition, and for the people
who have helped us train
to be where we are today.
Just simply being
thankful can have the
power to change your attitude about the entire
sport itself. Now for
many of these sports, at
least half of the work is
mental. With a great attitude about how you’re
playing or practicing,
you’re already halfway
there. The more time you
spend appreciating your
life as a collegiate athlete,
the more time you will be
able to spend enjoying
your life and everything
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in it.
Now for myself, I don’t think it is
possible for me to love Davenport more
than I do. Being on the dance team
there is such a wonderful experience
that I could not be more thankful for.
And I think on days when I feel really
stressed, it’s nice to just think about
how much I really do love it here, and
that makes it all a little better.
Now, athletes, the next time
you’re feeling stressed about the
amount of time you’re spending in
sports, give thanks. Just have a great
attitude about the talent you were
given, and without it, you wouldn’t be
able to be playing your sport right now.
And even though the Thanksgiving
holiday passed, there is nothing wrong
with giving thanks on any day, especially with the holidays coming up as
well. Think positively in all of your
athletic activities, and just give thanks
for your opportunities given to you.

Interact with MAB on
Facebook at
Mid America
Broadcasting LLC
and on
Twitter @mabsports
for scores, updates, and sports news!

Simply Better Storage
1.877.SCALE.59
scalecomputing.com

A major home improvement project can enhance your quality of life;
give your family years of enjoyment; reduce your energy costs; and add
significant value to your home.
The success of your project depends on a detailed plan,
good communication, expert craftsmen, and a
dedicated team that will exceed your expectations.
GoCo delivers all that and more.
Call us today at 219-926-2488 to schedule your Initial Consultation.
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Andrean Wins
the 3A Football Title!

By Andy Wielgus, MAB Monthly Staff Writer
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Phil Mason’s club competes the deal as
they hold on to defeat Brebeuf 35-27. After jumping out to a 21-0 lead, the Niners
survived the late charge from Brebeuf and
went on to win the 3A Title. Donovan
Chandler sealed the win with a pick six
return of 46 yards to make the final 35-27.
For Josh Barajas it is now two titles in
two years as he won at Mt. Carmel under
Frank Lenti last year.
With the win the arguments will now begin on which team was better the 2004
version or the 2013 version of the Niners?

Page 39

Who is the better QB Tommy Finn or
Matt Desomer? Regardless both teams
made the Calumet Region proud and as
Coach Mason stated this is a title for the
whole region not just Andrean. And like
the Lowell Red Devils[RDP] the whole
region was rooting for the Niners in the
same way. And it was nice to see EC Central, Rensselaer, and Winamac make
Semistate runs as well. Kudos go out to
Coach Meeks, Adams, and Roth. And also
out to our good friend Hank Kilander who
was an Assistant at EC Central this year.
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The 3A State Champion Andrean 59ers
Looking back at the Andrean run the Sectional was basically the Andrean Invatational. And the Sectional Crown led up to
2 impressive wins over Jimtown and West
Lafayette. Who are former state champion
programs themselves.
Looking forward the Niners will lose
many strong players from the Class of
2014 including D1 Baseball and Football
recruit Matt Desomer and Tyler
Petkovich, who was a factor on both sides
of the ball for Andrean. Also graduating
will be Running Backs Tyler Berg and
Cam Bosak. The Niners will also lose athletic receivers and defensive backs with
Ramon Guerrero and Donovan Chandler
graduating as well. On a positive note
their new QB Jake Paliga next year did
get some good reps.And he will have Ja-

mie Johnson to throw to.Josh Barajas and
Owen Satoski are back as well.
Finally congrats to the 2013 Roll of
Champions this year in HS Football! Warren Central, Cathedral, Columbus East,
Andrean Tipton, and Tri- Central. Here
are the State Final results!
1A Tri Central 20 Eastern Hancock 10
2A Ritter 56 Tipton 6
3A Andrean 35 Brebeuf 27
4A Columbus East 28 Dwenger 27
5A Cathedral 42 Westfield 18
6A Warren Central 7 Carmel 6
* Special thank you at MABC,LLC. to all
of our sponsors and broadcasters this year
including Bob Potosky, John “JT” Hoyo,
Rich Sapper, Coach Tim Gault, Joe
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Fadeley, and Garrett Van Hoessen. Make
sure to listen all year long on
www.midamericabroadcasting.com and
www.sportsjuice.com. and to get all of our
updates on Facebook as Mid America
Broadcasting LLC and on Twitter as
@mabsports. Our MAB Weekly show is
on from 530pm-7pm every Wednesday
for the best in HS, College, and Pro
Sports Talk and check out our broadcast
schedule on the website at
www.midamericabroadcasting.com. Also,
a special thank you goes out to Region
Sportsdesk on Facebook for inviting us to
co-host the Weekly video football show
with Bob Potosky. We already look forward to next season at “The Heart of
Amateur Sports”.
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To Advertise
on our broadcasts or
in MAB Monthly
Contact Rich Sapper
219-973-7990 or
rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com
Bob Potosky
bpotosky@midamericabroadcasting.com
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Single game and season packages available!

Check out Region Sports Desk’s
Shows, Highlight Videos and
Recruiting Videos on

www.youtube.com/user/
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Football State
Finals Recaps

Press Releases provided by the IHSAA
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Tri-Central defense rises up in Class A victory over Eastern Hancock

for the program's second state title after winning in
1985.

Tri-Central's defense, solid all season, amped up its

Purichia's Big Game Powers Cardinal
Ritter past Tipton in Class 2A

play even more in holding the state's No. 1 offense in
check and capturing the Class A state championship in
the school's first appearance in the finals.
Coach George Gilbert's Trojans recorded a stunning
20-10 victory over previously unbeaten Eastern Hancock and its high-powered offense. Eastern Hancock
led the state with an average of 56 points a game. The
Royals had averaged 52.6 points in five playoff games
before the final.
Tri-Central got on the scoreboard first, taking a 6-0
lead when Garrett Kelley busted in from the 1-yard line
with 4:59 left in the first quarter. The Trojans padded
their lead to 12-0 with 43 seconds left before halftime
when Cody Howell lofted a 23-yard scoring pass to
Seth Blunck.

Jake Purichia, the state's leading passer, displayed his
considerable skills in numerous facets of the game as
his Indianapolis Cardinal Ritter team captured the
Class 2A state championship.
Purichia completed 21-of-31 passes for 273 yards and
two touchdowns in the Raiders' 56-6 victory over the
Tipton Blue Devils. Purichia rushed for a pair of TDs.
He scored another touchdown on a 10-yard return of a
blocked punt. He also recorded two tackles and a
quarterback hurry as a defensive back.
Cardinal Ritter, with three Class A state titles on its
resume, won its first in 2A after finishing as runner-up
to Fort Wayne Bishop Luers last season. The highpowered Raiders scored 35 or more points in five of

The second half came with more of the same from TriCentral, which never trailed. The Trojans relied on an
impressive offensive effort, too, opening a 20-3 lead
with a nice mix of rushing (191 yards) and passing
(167).
Kelley led Tri-Central with 78 rushing yards. Howell
passed for 167 yards on 7-of-10 completions. Jade
Pickett caught four passes for 89 yards.
For Eastern Hancock, Gilbert Spencer ran for 145
yards and a touchdown. Logan Splater completed 7-of
-11 passes for 55 yards
Tri-Central, ranked No. 7 in the state coaches poll and
No. 8 by the Associated Press, completed the year
with a 14-1 record. The Trojans' only defeat came at
the hands of Eastern Hancock (47-35) in the season
opener.
Coach Pat Echeverria's Eastern Hancock team,
ranked fourth in the state coaches poll and by the Associated Press, finished 14-1. The Royals were going

See a listing of every
Indiana Boys
Basketball All Star
and the Colleges where they
played at
www.midamericabroadcasting.com
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their six tournament victories this season.

Dwenger.

Cardinal Ritter produced a number of stars in the title

In a game of wild momentum swings, the Olympians

game. Logan Beman rushed 13 times for 95 yards and

held on for a 28-27 victory over the Saints. Columbus

a TD. Kyree Hollis and Jake Hagan each caught five

East led 21-0 in the first half, saw Bishop Dwenger

passes, with Hollis recording a pair of scores. On spe-

jump ahead with 27 unanswered points and then res-

cial teams, Tommy Waites contributed an 89-yard

cued the hard-earned victory in a memorable fourth

kickoff return for a TD. Defensively, Waites led his

quarter.

team with nine tackles.

The Olympians' winning touchdown came with 3:42

For Tipton, quarterback Austin Hooker netted 75 yards

remaining. Markell Jones, with a punishing running

on 16 rushing attempts. Josh Snider led the Blue Dev-

style, led them on a 14-play, 73-yard march. Quarter-

ils with 11 stops on defense.

back Alex Cowan burst in from the 1-yard line for the
touchdown before Paul Baker booted the winning extra

Coach Ty Hunt's Raiders, ranked No. 2 in the state

point.

coaches poll and No. 3 by the Associated Press, finished 13-2. The Raiders are 76-26 in state tournament

However, Bishop Dwenger refused to wilt and pushed

games since 1973.

to midfield after receiving the kickoff. On third down,
the Saints fumbled twice on the same play and Colum-

Coach Aaron Tolle's Blue Devils, ranked No. 7 by the
Associated Press and No. 9 by the coaches, completed their season at 11-4.

bus East recovered the second. A strip-sack by Brock
Patterson and the fumble recovery by Tyler Campbell
were the big defensive plays for the Olympians.

Check out Our 3A Recap on Page 38
Coach Bob Gaddis' Columbus East squad, ranked No.

Columbus East holds on for wild victory
over Bishop Dwenger in Class 4A

1 in both the state coaches poll and the Associated

The Columbus East Olympians departed Lucas Oil

were making their first appearance in a state finals

Stadium with the Class 4A championship and an unde-

game since their 1979 team went 13-0 and won the

feated record in hand, but they had to survive a stirring

Class 3A title.

Press poll, completed the year at 15-0. The Olympians

and determined comeback by Fort Wayne Bishop
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The two teams combined for 861 total yards, a record

became only the fourth team to capture four straight

for the Class 4A final. Jones finished with 197 yards

state crowns. Cathedral also became the first school to

and two touchdowns on 32 rushing attempts for the

win a state championship in three different classes.

Olympians. Cowan added 142 yards and a pair of
Cathedral coach Rick Streiff tied Matt Lindsay of Fort

scores on 25 runs.

Wayne Bishop Luers and Bud Wright of Sheridan with
Bishop Dwenger quarterback Mike Fiacable completed

nine football championships, the most in Indiana his-

20-of-27 passes for 280 yards and three scores. Gus

tory.

Schrader caught seven passes for 112 yards and two
The game turned into the Terry McLaurin show for the

touchdowns.

Irish. McLaurin rushed three times for 79 yards and a
Coach Chris Svarczkopf's Bishop Dwenger team,
ranked seventh in the state coaches poll and unranked
by the Associated Press, finished the season at 11-4.

pair of touchdowns. He caught six passes for 91 yards

Cathedral continues Winning Tradition
with Class 5A title over Westfield

Cathedral quarterback Collin Barthel completed 13-of-

The Cathedral Fighting Irish started the season in a

Caleb Cross scored twice while rushing for 80 yards.

and another score.

17 passes for 177 yards and a TD. Running back

new class, but they finished it in a distinctly familiar
position -- in the winners' circle for another state foot-

Westfield quarterback Nick Ferrer hit 18-of-31 passes

ball championship.

for 201 yards and rushed for 35 yards and a score.
Elvin Caldwell ran 23 times for the Shamrocks and

Cathedral, playing in its fourth consecutive state title

gained 114 yards and a TD.

game but first in Class 5A, toppled the Westfield
Cathedral, ranked No. 2 in the state coaches poll and

Shamrocks, 42-18.

No. 5 by the Associated Press, finished 10-5.
The Irish continued to add their name to lofty places in
the IHSAA football record book. Most prominently, Cathedral won its 11th state title, tying for the secondmost in Indiana history. The Irish, who have won 24

The Shamrocks, top-ranked in both polls, completed
their season 12-1. Westfield was making its second
trip to the football finals and the first since its 1992
Class 2A runner-up season.

consecutive state tournament games dating to 2010,

Worship Times
Sunday 9:00 am
Wednesday 6:00 pm
Saturday 6:00 pm
900 Luther Dr.
Hobart, IN
219-942-2589

Preschool
Preschool—
—8th Grade
NLSA Accredited
Sports, Music, Clubs, Activities
891 Linda St.
Hobart, IN
219-942-3147

Trinity Lutheran School is state approved to accept vouchers!

MAB MONTHLY

Page 46

Warren Central gets past Carmel to win
Class 6A championship

Warriors couldn't move the ball and attempted a 38yard field goal. Carmel's Joey Scott blocked it.

Warren Central's perfect record in state championship

Taking over at their own 13, the Greyhounds couldn't

games remained intact thanks to some timely and

move the ball, and Warren closed out the victory.

huge plays in a defense-dominated finale against CarWarren's George completed 12-of-26 passes for 131

mel.

yards and the touchdown. Gegner caught five for 74
The Warriors topped the Greyhounds, 7-6, in the first

yards. Defensively, Katrell Moss led the Warriors with

Class 6A state title game in Indiana history. Warren is

13 tackles. Howard had 10 tackles and two sacks.

now 8-0 in championship games in three different
Carmel's Shakir Paschall rushed 24 times for 113

classes dating to 1984.

yards. Isaac James added 41 rushing yards. DefenThe action grew tense and dramatic just after Adam

sively, Anthony Mazza and Wade Murdock each had

Kremer connected on his second field goal to give

seven tackles.

Carmel a 6-0 edge with 5:02 left in the third quarter.
Warren's Jayson West became the first coach to win
With 14 seconds left in the quarter, Warren's Darion

back-to-back state titles at different schools. West led

Howard recovered a Carmel fumble. On the next play,

Lawrence Central to the Class 5A title in 2012.

Warriors quarterback Jeff George hit Zachary Gegner
with an 18-yard touchdown pass, putting Warren

West's Warren team, ranked No. 7 in the state

ahead by a 7-6 count after the extra point.

coaches poll and No. 8 in the Associated Press poll,
finished at 11-3.

Carmel's Austin Roberts appeared to return the ensuing kickoff for a 96-yard touchdown, stunning Warren's
fans. However, most of the return yardage was ne-

Coach Kevin Wright's Carmel squad, ranked No. 4 by
the state coaches and No. 6 by the Associated Press,
completed its year at 10-4.

gated by an unnecessary roughness penalty.
With 3:07 remaining in the game, Warren's Mykelti
Williams intercepted a Greyhounds pass and returned
it 40 yards to the Carmel 18-yard line. However, the

Email: mmadura@sportsworx.com
http://www.sportsworxnwin.com/
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Baseball Tips On Hitting: Your Front
Shoulder And Elbows Are Critical!
By: Larry Cicchiello Special to MAB Monthly

Let's look at several important
baseball tips on hitting involving the
front shoulder and the elbows, particularly the back elbow.
Your Front Shoulder:
1. It should go straight into the pitch
and toward the pitcher and NOT fly
open.
2. The front shoulder must be kept
closed until the swing itself forces it
to open.
More than one great hitter I know,
uses a reminder to keep the front
shoulder closed. One is a righthanded hitter who tucks his front left shoulder inward and his front shoulder actually touches his
chin about two seconds before the pitch is released. And when he tucks it in he leaves it there!
He does this before every pitch. The hips and
hands move first and drive the front shoulder out
of the way.
If the front shoulder opens too early, it creates at
least three baseball hitting problems:
1. It will cause you to pull your head off the ball
which will prevent you from seeing the ball as
well as you should. You will be seeing the ball out
of the corners of your eyes.
2. It will create a longer swing, because your bat

will have a tendency to take a "longer route" to
the ball.
3. You will have a difficult time with low and
away strikes. The baseball hitting is not taking
place out by your third base coach if you are a
right-handed batter or by your first base coach if
you are a left-handed batter. Stay closed!
The Elbows:
First things first. Make sure your elbows are relaxed when swinging. The front elbow should be
pointing downward at the very start of the swing.
If it faces toward the pitcher at the very start of
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your swing, it will create a slight loop in your
swing. This will cause you to be a fraction of a
second later to the ball. Like we've said before, a
fraction of a second is an eternity when it comes
to baseball hitting. Hey, it takes a fraction of a
second for a fast ball to hit the catcher's mitt. If
you only have a fraction of a second as a hitter,
you can't afford to lose a fraction of a second. This
is not open to any discussion. You don't have to
take my word for it. Watch your favorite professional hitters when they take their practice
swings.
I have a very strong opinion on the back elbow.
For many years, actually decades, I have constantly heard parents, coaches and managers yell
out to the batter to raise the back elbow. Let's just
hold on for a minute here. I see younger and older
players as well, raising their back elbow up to the
height of their ear. (That is totally absurd)
What I teach is to make a fist with your hand that
will be your top hand when gripping the bat. Now
raise the fist to about the same height as if you
were going to punch a balloon that's in front of
you and across from your chest. That height is an
ideal starting point for the back elbow! In other
words, the back elbow should be slightly lower
than the back shoulder.
You must be relaxed and comfortable to hit a ball
properly and these hitters with their back elbow
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sticking up in the air are not relaxed and in almost all cases are not comfortable.
Try it for yourself right now without using a bat
in your hands. Pretend you are gripping a bat
and raise your back elbow up to the height of
your ear. Does that feel comfortable to you?
Thank you, of course it's not comfortable. Use
the balloon technique for where the back elbow
should be.
I will concede that if you are more comfortable
with the back elbow higher or lower, by all
means make an adjustment either up or down
because one of the better baseball tips on hitting
to remember is that you are the one that has to
feel comfortable and not me, your coach, your
teammate or your parent.
I know that in at least 90% of all cases you will
not be comfortable at the plate with the back elbow raised ridiculously high.

Larry Cicchiello is the successful author of
“Excellent Baseball: 30 Seconds Away.” He
unconditionally guarantees that ANY baseball player, coach or baseball parent who
wants to help their child will be fully
equipped! Some FREE tips at http://
www.LarryBaseball.com

Baseball coaching on hitting, pitching, fielding and base running for Little League, High School, College and Professional players.
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IHSAA Partners With Special Olympics
IHSAA Press Release Provided
In a historic move, the
Indiana High School Athletic Association (IHSAA) has further
enhanced its ‘Champions Together’ partnership with Special
Olympics Indiana (SOIN) in
sanctioning a Unified Track and
Field event set for 2014.
This most recent collaborative effort allows IHSAAmember schools to form teams
composed equally of students
with and without intellectual disabilities to compete for a state
championship in Unified Track
and Field. The IHSAA Executive
Committee officially approved
the new tournament during last
week’s monthly meeting.
Schools will be able to
individually schedule regular
season competitions next spring
before state tournament competition. Two sectionals meets –
one north and one south – will
be run on Friday, May 30 and
Saturday, May 31 at centrally
located host sites with all participants then advancing to the
state championship meet on
Saturday, June 7, 2014. That
event will be held in conjunction
with and take place just prior to
the start of the IHSAA Boys
Track & Field State Finals in
Bloomington. Events included

Did you Know?

will be the 100 meter Dash, 400
meter Dash, 4x100 meter Relay, Shot Put and Long Jump.

Nine region boys basketball teams have new varsity head coaches this
Special Olympics Indiana will be
season.
providing technical support to
schools participating in Unified
Track and Field, as well as financial grants to a number of
schools to assist with startup
costs.
The “Champions
Together” partnership between
the Indiana High School Athletic
Association and Special Olympics Indiana was launched on
December 17, 2012. The partnership evolved from IHSAA
Commissioner Bobby Cox
charging the IHSAA Student Advisory Committee (SAC) to engage in “servant leadership” and
discover ways to give back to
their schools and communities.
The IHSAA SAC researched
options and unanimously requested that an official partnership be formed with Special
Olympics as the most appropriate fit, incorporating educationbased athlete servant leadership. During the first six months
of the partnership, the 18 members of the IHSAA SAC and
their schools helped develop the
goals now adopted by Champions Together.

On Christmas Day, 1862
40,000 spectators gathered to watch the Union
army play baseball in
Hilton Head, SC.
Muhammad Ali fought
for the 61st and last
time in December of
1981.
Andrean football’s 15-0
2013 record is the best
in Northwest Indiana
history. Hobart previously completed a 14-0
season.
Starting guard Orsten
Artis was on the 65 –66
Texas Western NCAA
championship basketball
team that was the first
to win with 5 African–
American players in the
starting lineup.
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Show Broadcast
Locations:

12-6 BB Penn @ Valpo
12-7 GB South Bend Adams @ Oregon- Davis
12-10 GB North Judson @ Oregon-Davis
12-11 MAB Weekly @ Carriage Court Pizza

211 South East
219-663-6551

12-13 BB Bowman @ Lake Central
12-14 BB Merrillville @ Andrean
12-17 BB East Chicago Central @ Chesterton

MAB Weekly Starts at
5:30 p.m. each week!

12-18 GB Hobart @ Portage
12-20 GB Michigan City @ Merrillville
12-21 BB Elkhart Memorial @ Valpo
12-26- 12-28 SB Washington GB Tny, EC, OregonDavis, Michigan City
12-27-28 DAC Tny

Simply Better Storage
1.877.SCALE.59
scalecomputing.com

5 Reasons to Advertise with MAB
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Support exposure for high school athletes.
Low advertising rates.
Special packages available.
Your ad will run live and on our archive.
Option of game, web and online mag.

Contact Rich Sapper at 219-973-7990
or rsapper@midamericabroadcasting.com for more infor-

Check out our
region basketball
history pages at
midamericabroadcasting.com

